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stance, have tended to increase the price of
timber instead of to reduce it.

Bfoa. T. Mroore: That is because they
joined the combine.

Hon. J. A. (iREiGt The 'Minister in charge
naturally tries to make the undertaking pay,
and joined the combine in order to keep the
price up. A number of farmers have been
Ibuying their machines fronm the State Imple-
meat Works, and some feared that if the Gov-
erninent sold the works ifwould not be possible
to get duplicate parts. That difficulty could
he ovrcome by the insertion of a clause in
the agreement between vendor and purchaser
that the purchaser must supply duplicate
parts for so many years, say, for the life of
the present machines. It is ridiculous to think
that a purchaser of the State Implement
'Works would not manu facture duplicate
parts. At all events, the price could be fixed
ait which the duplicate parts must be sold.
I agree with the policy of building workers'
homes, It is a State undertaking which has
proved successful and of great benefit to the
workers, The Government should provide
better homes for the farmeors. There are
farnmers who are living in shacks, and whose
wvives have reared families under dreadful
conditions. I have no desire that they should
have elaborate homes, which will keep them
hard at work for the rest of their lives in pay-
ing off the capital, but I do ask that the
farmers should be given homes as good as
are given to the workers in the city. This
will tend to make them more content and
lessen the drift to the metropolitan area. I
desire to assist the Government in every wayv
to make this immigration scheme a. success.
I am not opposed to the Government. A few
weeks ago the "West Australian'' quoted me
amongst others as being opposed to the Gov-
ernmnent. I have never been opposed to them
and I have always done ray best to assist
them. Ii may have criticised them, but it has
never been obstructive criticism or such as to
hinder them in their work. I have always
endeavoured to make my criticism of a help-
ful nature. I appeal to all people in the
State to asmist in making this scheme a suc-
cess. I admire the good work of the -New
Settlers League. Had it not been for that
practical body of men coming to the assist-
ance of the Government, we would bare been
in great difficulty to-day. The leazue does
not allow polities to enter into its business.
It has done splendid work, and I was so
pleased with what had been achieved by the
league that T joined it the other day in ovder
to assist in rendering help to the Government.
If the people do not join toryether in belpinkz
the Government the immigration scheme will
be a deplorable failure. If it is a failure,
I can see nothing ahead of Western Australia
but failure for many years to come.

On motion by Hon. 0. Potter, debate ad-
journed.

H01use adjourned of 8.75 P.M.
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ELECTORAL-SWAN VACANCY.
Msr. SPEAKER: I have a letter from the

Minister for Justice (Hon. H. P. Colebateb)
as follows:-

Electoral Act, 1007, Section 66 (4b)-I
have to inform you that Hon. Richard
Stanley Sampson. member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly for the Swan electoral dis-
trict, has accepted an office of profit un-
der the Crown, to wit, the office of Colonial
Secretary. Will you be good enough, there-
fore, to issue your warrant for the vacancy
thus created.

It is necessary for a motion to be passed
declaring vacant the Swan seat.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [4.33): 1 move-

That owing to the acceptance of an office
of profit under the Crown, the seat of the
member for Swan be declared vacant.

Question p~ut and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.

Debate resumed from the 17th August.
Mr. DURACK (Kimuberley) [4.35]: The

conclusion I have drawn from the speeches
that hare beeni delivered during the debate is
that the subject overshadowing all others is
immigration. With other members, I con-
gratulate the Premier oIL the success which
attended his visit to the Old Country. He
proved himself a worthy ambassador in our
cause. Since his return hope and confidence
have radiated throughout the State. It is
also noticeable that there has been an ian-
proventeat in the business affairs of the city
and the country. Many of us, if we are not
prosperouis already, feel that we are becoming
prosperous.

Hon. P. Collier: Probably you hare good
ground for feeling that.

Mr. DURACK: At all events it is some-
thing to f eel that we are prosper-
ousq. I was present at the reception
given to the Premier at the 'Melrose
Theatre. He told us in his usual optimistic
way that the greatest work had been done in
getting the money. I give him every credit
for that, but I feel the greatest work is
ahead of us, that of placing the imnmig rants
on the land.

Don. T. Walker: That is so.
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Mr. DURACK: It will be no easy matter
to place 75,000 immigrants on the land. I
hope the greatest care will be exercised in
the handling of the proposition. Upon it
will, in a great measure, depend the weal or
woe of our country. Many excellent Gov-
ernmient schemes have in the past failed for
want of Organisation or through bad man-
aget,,eit. Seeing that this is a matter that
interests all the people of the State, I should
like to have seen all parties consulted with
respect to it. I should like to see a conference
of bankers, conmnercial men, agriculturists,
patoralists, viticulturists, horticulturists, and
the land seekers themselves, so that all the
people concerned might express their views.
The land seeker must be shown the possibili-
ties of making a success of his calling on the
land. We cannot guarantee success for all
who take up land. Those, however, who
apply themselves vigilantly to their work and
scorn the delights of city life for a year or
two have every prospect of achieving suc-
cess. I should have liked to see some of the
money spent in the North. It is, however,
n-ise to concentrate our energy, and unwise to
spread our activities over too large an area.
1, therefore, agree that it is, for the present,
better to concentrate upon the development of
the South-West. Some attention may be de-
voted to the North at a later period, when
the present scheme has been proved to be a
success. In the interests of the settlers I
should also like to see the work of preparing
the farms carried out by contract labour. No
doubt the position of our finances is grave,
and somewhat serious. This is a very big
State, and possibly we are attempting to do
too much, We have here only one-sixteenth
of the population of Australia, and we are
called upon to develop one-third of the con-
tinent, We cannot, however, stnnd still;
we must go on if we can possibly do so.
No doubt, as suggested by the Leader of the
Opposition, son-c good might be achieved by
having an inquiry into the various Govern-
nment departments. In the welcome that was
tendered to the newr Minister yesterday, it
was noticeable that it is not the intention of
the departments to take too much notice of
the advice of Ministers. There may be a
good deal of truth in what has been said
about the departments at different times
and in the suggestion that Ministers are very
largely ruled by departmental heads, The
heads of departments yesterday made no
bones about the position, and suggested that
if the new Minister did not pay dlue regard
to them, hie would not get on very well. I
do not know that this is quite the right atti-
tude for them to take up. Possibly an in-
quiry into the departments would lead to a
tightening up in this respect; and possibly,
also, the full abilities of departmental heads
are not shown to the best advantage. We
cannot hope to get much relief in our finaa-
ci position Until we hav-e our lands pro-
perly settled. A certain amount of relief
might be afforded if we could sell OUr trading
concerns, Since I hare been a member of
this Chamber I have always spoken against

trading concerns and deplored the action of
Governments in operating them. It is not
the function of Government to engage in
undertakings of that description.

lion. W. C. Angwin: Von did not raise any
objection to the Wyndham Meat Works.

Mr. Lutey: What about the North-West
steamers?

Mr. DURACK: It was a great mistake for
the Government to enter into the shipping
business. The Wyndham meat works could
be more efficiently run on the co-opera-
tive system. One can understand the
feeling of people who are engaged in enter-
prises of various descriptions when there is
Undue competition on the part of the Govern-
ment. That is responsible for a lot of capital
being kept out of the country. I know the
difficulties attendant upon the saile of these
trading concerns, hut I do not think any ser-
ious attempt has yet been made to -dispose
of them, We are told we must have the
consent of Parliament to do this, but we have
so far made no attempt to obtain it. I
am more firmly convinced than ever that we
should dispose of these trading concerns.

Mr. Lutey: Would you go the whole hogs
Mr. DIJRACK: Yes. The government

should control monopolies, but should not go
beyond that. The healthy rivalry of core-
muerce and enterprise in competition for any
business that is offering is a sufficient guar-
ant?e and protection for the public.

Hon. P. Collier: Competition!
Mr. DURACK: I see from the annual re-

port of the Education Department that our
enrolment has increased for 1921 by
2 per cent, over the previous year, but
that our expenditure has increased by
22%2 per cent. I often wonder if we get
true value from our educational system. It
has often appeared to mec that we are mere
copyists, folllowing systems adopted in older
countries where they have established nmore
commercial enterprises and where the
demand for higher education is equal
to the supply. Wea are essentially a
primary producing country and our edu-
cation should be directed so us to train
our young people for the development of our
resources, rather than fit them to take posi-
tions in offices. Here we have only a limited
number of positions and opportunities for our
young men, and the result is that we find
t-em drifting in large numbers to the Eastern
States. I suppose in no other portion of the
world, in comparison with our population,
would we find so many who have benefited
from the higher education, located in coun-
tries outside their own State.

Member: We are losing our best.
Mr. DURACK: That is the position. Some-

thing might be dlone in the direction of
altering such a condition of affairs. I would
1like to see the Federal Government take over
the liability or cost of the whole of our educa-
tional system, but if that were not possible,
an arrangement might be made whereby the
Federal Government would take over the
liability of the higher branches, leaving us
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the responsibility of the primary education
of our children.

lion. P. Collier: They, hare only to be asked
and they will do it.

'Mr. Richardson: They will bare all the Par-
liamients and everything else soon.

Mr. ITRACK In these days we bear a
good deal of murmuring about separation
fromi thle Com mon wealth. I do not think we
require separation, but rather co-ordination.
Separation only means disintegration. When
viewing the question of Western Australia
and its relationship with the Commonwealth,
the position is on all fours with that of the
people in the North, in relationship to their
treatment by our metropolitan government.
I am no more prepared to say that
the Commonwealth are wilfully unfair to
Western Australia than I am prepared to
say that tbe State Government of West-
ern A4ustralia have treated the people
of thle North unfairly. The position
is somewhat analogous. The people in the
North are far removed from the metro-
politan Government, and it is difficult for us
to place our position before them. It is diffi-
cult for the members of the Government to
realise our position. The same may be said
of the relationship between the Common-
wealth and the State. We are removed from
the centre of administration in 'Melbourne
and we are fewer in numbers than the other
States. I do not care how' anxious the Gov-
ernment may be to deal with the North of this
State or bow honest their endeavours arc, I
am satisfied that, remotely situated as we are,
wre cannot hope for much success uinder the
existing conditions.

Mr. 'Harrison: Do you get a full measure
of fair treatment?9

Mr. DURACK: I do not say the Govern-
ment are unfair, but thley% cannot appreciate
our difficulties. Regardi ng tile North-West
Department, I do not intend to be hyper-
critical, but I believe that there is too much
over-lapping and circumlocution in the work
as it is arranged to-day. Let me cite
the Fisheries Department as an instance.
If I desire to refer a matter to that
department, I send in my request to the
Minister for the North-West. He is not
in charge of fisheries matters, however, which
are controlled by the Colonial Secretary. It
goes fromr the Mfinister for the North-West
to the Colonial Secretary. Prom the Colonial
Secretary it is sent on to the Secretary of the
Fisheries Department in Perth. Hle sends it
on to the local inspector at Broome, Mr.
Stewart. He frames his reply and despatches
it back to the Fisheries Department in Perth,
who send it to the Colonial Secretary and
then it is, in turn, sent on to me. In smny
instances, it is weeks or months before I can
get a reply under such a condition of
affairs. That cannot be considered a satis-
factory way of dealinig with these matters.
It is too early jnstyvet to say whether the ap-
p ointment of the Commis-sioner for the North-

West is a satisfactory move or not.

Mr. Teesdale; Hear, hear!
%Mr. DUB ACK: I think, however, it is a

step in the right dirc-tion. I consider the
Commissioner should be a manl with broad
vision: a mni who, in his representations to
his Minister, will put the ease as it appeals
to him from the standpoint of the develop-
'ucift Of that part of the State. I do0 not
think he should put the position from the
point of view that it is his province to oppose
everyv suggestion brought forward by North-
West settlers on the ground that the Govern-
mnict have no funds. That. I am afraid, is
the position the Comimissioner takes up at
prlesent. He should be there in an advisory
c~allacity to assist in the development of the
N orth. As to the creation of a. new State
in the 'North, I think suich a movement at the
present time would be premature. That such

anoemnt, however, was contemplated by
the Imperial Government was evident when
responsible government was granted to this
State. We find that provision has actually
been made in the Constitution Act against
the time when the North would be separated
from the southern portions of the State.
Sections 61, 62, and 63 are those which
contain such provisions. Clause 61 sets out
the following-

Nothing in this Act contained shall pre-
vent Her 'Majesty fromt dividing the Colony
of Western Australia as she may from time
to time think fit, by separating therefrom
ainy portion thereof, and either erecting the
same or any part thereof into a separate
-olony or colonies under such formi of Gev-
ermnent as she may think fit . . . .

In Section 63, which deals with the financial
aspects, there is provision miade respe~ting
the question of liability in case of separation.
Thus it will be abundantly clear that the
separation of the 'North was contemplated
even ini those days. With our limited popu-
lation there, I agree that it is rather prema-
ture nowv. There is evidence in the (!onstitu-
tiom, however, that ihe Imperial Government
were satisfied that this Government could not
control U umillion square mniles of country.
They must have regarded thle responsibility as
being too great for the one Government to
shoulder. While I do not think it is pos-
sible under present conditions to have a
State of our own in the North, I think we
could possibly have a State within our own
State. The Commnissioner might act in con-
junction wvith four delegates representing
the respective districts. One of those re-
presentatives should be the chairman of
the local road board. Another should
he the local magistrate, and the other
two delegates should be appointed hy the
Governor in Council. The Commissioner hins-
self would be the chairman. The local re-
quirements of the people nwould he consid-
ered on the spot and the Commissioner, sit-
ting as chairman, would he able to take notes
concerning the needs and requirements of the
settlers and in turn, could pass on those re-
quircements to the respective members of the
district in Parliament. The Commissioner
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.coutld send them along with his recommenda-
tioo. The local member could present those
requests to the North-West Minister to be
dealt with by him.

'.%r. Angelo: Why not trust the local mem-
bers with their own jobs?

Mr. DIJEACK: The position of members
Yepresenting the North appears now to be
anomalous. Our constituents do not know
whether to consult with their member or with
the Commisioner. At least, that is the posi-
tion to some extent as I find it.

Mfr. Teesdale: Whien you got letters from
your local cricket clubs and 40 6dd football
clubs, you know that you arc their member
all right.

'Mr. DURACK: I know certain difficulties
would present themselves, but if we could only
get together, we could evolve a better system
than that which obtains at the present moment.
We should have our public works, harbours
andI police in this new State withiri the State,
oontrolled from a central point such as
Broome. I think that would be the most
ceentral point at the present time.

lion. P. Collier: You could get Bdrwell to
'be Premier, with his headquarters at Broome.

Hon. M. F. Troy. Miles could be Attorney
General.

H1on. P. Collier: Miles would he chief
officer.

Mr. DURACK: I know that where the
Government fail in respect of these areas is
that they do not understand the local requitre-
meats of the people. If we cannot bring to
the doors of the people the main things which
so vitally concern their every day life, there,
is bound to be dissatisfaction. Before
touchling on affairs affecting my electo-
rate, I wish to refer to a somewhat
regrettable incident which occurred in this
House and which, in other circumstances,
I think would have precipitated a politi-
eaM crisis. The only thing that prevented
such a crisis was the fact that we are all
anxious to see the immigration scheme
launched by our leader, Sir James Mitchell,
brought to a successful iosue. The incident
I refer to, relates to the Como tramway ex-
-tension. You, Mr. Speaker, will remember
the year before last when this question came
uip for discussion. It was then wanmly de-
bated. The item onl the Estimates dealing
with the extension was only carried on the
voice of the chairman. The following year
-the question came up again for discussion,
And] it was warmly discussed on the floor of
the House. Amon)gst the many tramway ex-
tensions that may have been advocated, it is
remarkable that the Como extension was the
one particular proposal on which there was a
-direct pledge given to the House, namely,
that the work would not be gone on with
before being submitted to Parliament. As
to the justification for this tramway exten-
-sion or for any other tramway exten-
sions, I am not concerned. What I am
concerned with is that a distinct and
definite pledge was given to this House
and it was violated. Is it any wonder that

we as a Parliamentary body are spoken
of with a certain amount of discourtesy and
contempt, when we find these thingsi taking
place? We felt a certain pride in the fact
that we are members of Parliament, and we
feel that f or the time being, at least,
it gives us the hall mark of respec-
tability. We do not like to hear Par-
liament held up to public oppro-
brium and contempt as it is at the present
time. We ourselves are responsible, when
we cause a blot to be put upon our own,
escutcheon. Is the word of this Parliament
to be taken for nothing? Is it to be regarded
as a mere scrap of paper, to be torn up to
meet the exigencies of the moment? We
should be very careful. I feel, Mrt. Speaker,
I should be wanting in my respect for this
Parliament if I did not register my opposition
to this particular action. I hope it will not
occur again. We were told that the emer-
gency which had arisen necessitated the cary-
ing out of this work. But there were ways
of mceting the emergency without breaking
a pledge. With respect to my own
electorate I may point out that it has a
coastline extending from this side of Broome
to the other side of Wyndhanm, a distance of
over 800 miles, without taking into considera-
tion the many bays and harbours in between.
This coastal area abounds in products of
great value. There are to be found there
the dugong, trepanig, turtles, as well as
sponges and pearls and pearl shells. Tre-
pang is a very valuable product, and it has
been gathered on our coast for the last 800
years. We have the evidence of Commander
King who in 1819 visited the coast between
Derby and W.yndham, and saw 200 .scows

gathering trepang. Beyond Darwin also
for the last 300 years, trepang has been
gathered and taken away to the adjoining
isands, We are safe in flying that perhaps
millions of pounds worth of 'this product have
been removed from our coast during the past
300 years. It is, however, satisfactory to
know that a company of our own people ise
being formed with a view to raising capital
to exploit this industry and that whatever
success attends the operations of the company
will be reflected in our own country. The
hawksbill turtle, which is a turtle of consider-
able value and is said to be equal to the best
of the turtles of the West Indies, is also found
on our coast. Hion. members may have seen the
exhibition of products made from the shell of
this turtle in Perth at the beginning of the
Year. At this same exhibition there were also
on view specimens of crocodile and alligator
skins from which it was demonstrated that
hand bags and other useful articles could be
made. The dugong leather was also to
be seen there. Amongst the industries
in the far north at the present time
one of importance is that of pearling.
Our mother-of-pearl is said to be the
finest in the world, and attention
may be drawn to the fact also that we
command something like two-thirds of the
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world 's supply. Unfortunately, during the
past few years this industry has been rather
stagnant. The effect of the war was very
keenly felt, more so perhaps by those en-
gaged in this industry than by those en-
ga ged in other primary inustrieso.

Mr. Mannt: And it is in the hands of the
Japanese.

Air. DtTRACK: At the present time tihere
are 178 boats engaged in pearling operations.
There is a limitation on the number of boats
registered this year. The average take pier
boat is five or six tons, but owing to the die-
pressed market, the price hah not been above
£155 or £160. Many valuable pearls are also
gathered in the far North, and only last year
one was sold for 94 ,000-a very satisfactory
price remembering the condition of the mnar-
ket.

Mr. Mann:; What bas, to be paid the
Japanese before they sign on?

Mr. DTTRACK: From £-30 to £200. The
member for Roehourne can tell us more ac-
curately. In the North we also have a
great variety of minerals. including gold,
silver, copper, tin, lead, asbestos, and mica,
and I am justified in saying now, more thtan
probably, oil. Many of the old miners have
been prospecting ;n the far north for the last
2.5 years. They still have faith in the pons-
sibility of rich gold being discovered. Their
work, however, has been done only in a de-
sultory kind of way and they, have come
across fairly good pockets. Many of them
live in the hope of some day% discovering an
El Dorado. I cannot help sharing the boelief
that something rich will yet be struck in the
far north by these gold mines. The late Mr.
Woodward, who was a well known geologist,
thought highly of Kimberley as a goldfield,
and the recordis of the wardens who have been
holding office there are also glowing. Some
ten or 12 years ago we exported from Derby
27 tons of wolfram. Coal is also known to
ezist outside Derby- , while not far from
that port we have a very rich deposit of
iron, a deposit which is known to contain
69 per cent, of metallic ore. In New-
foundlhndl, where England obtains most of
its supplies of Ore, th e perceentage is 52-,
while that of the rnitedi Stntes is from 60
,Town to 45. We in Western Australia there-
fore at-c jestified in claiming that we have
one of the riehest deposits in the world, an-I
we can boast also of the fact that the quan-
tity there is enormous. Regarding oil,
last Year I used the word ''perhaps.''
This year T way speak with a little more
confidence aond ROY ''ilt is more than
probable.'' It has been established in the
laboratories of Australia that oil at one
period of Aestralia's history did exist in the
north. The State's accredited geologist, Mr.
flatcbford. and the Vietorian geologist who
reently visited the far north, tell ns that ire
have the bedoo and the ohahps. and the couan-
try to carry oil. Of course the -y cannot tell
iis that oil' is there in commercial quantity,
but the conditions are such as to lead us to

ho.e that it t-ill lie foundit. Wlwk co, it Vt
in foi~nation of this dlescrVipion Ion it11 gni Io.
gi~t who ttas nominated boy lrofr-s-ur Dv)vi-l
as Ieing ftillyv qusali fled to repsort ~iii te,-e
ar'eas, we are jnstilledi in being hopefil, lion.
ineniler.4 no .Iinbt bat-i- obsi--e. tlhat there
Ihag been-u iite as sluniqi in eoinnetin c-ith oil
i~ath-,-s. This shoohl. not hie the, nsv. I e-an'-
ieloprts aire Inore elnvolrnging and msore satia-
laetorvy titan tiiiy were 12 inoitths ago.

lis. P'. ('oilier: lit what war huts there
bena 411t: 1o,
lir. DUIIA C: NO iterest is ht'ing take,,

in oil prosptectinag at t he present time. It
may he due ii a melasuire tup tise fitet of *lie
Ouvermnuttt not having inter-estesl them-
selves very nun-hi in the matter, and it stay
also he piart I v dueI to I le ci rculat ion of
reports by. ti- 'BlIlet in- newspape-r,
through wich- it bad impression hlinlib-en
loft in the minds (of the reading ptiulit-.

Air. Teesdale : It is only Weh,' "ot~rk; Le
has got a good billet andi n swelled lietl.

Mr. l)UA('K: I do no~t know how far
the Govertnment woutlid be Justified in lielIn jag
us, but I think they m~ight do someilthting to
iest ore '-on fidenee Ty shoiwinig it-b at thle 1i!-

siit-of oil would aleats to Austraios.
Honii. P. Collier: They, should reiluev- the

annual liense fee.
lir. l)1RA(T(: Iot that what tile hon. pmcm-

her would suggest?
lion,. P. Collier: Yes.
.1r. D( RA('C: The eusselosion I draw

ft oit i-i-ct-st %isits to the Il%-de,, in r isi
that we will bnv- niss difficultv it, in-
lionev oie- tlsere for legilintats'-. wt~~

compannies. There is a kee n desire in Au.
tralia to hsold whiatever the Comonwaltaath
has. I feel sture that as vt couseslcast' of
the boring Operations which are taking olace,
at the present time, lye shall have no difficulty
in getting whatever capital we desire, ira-
vided the coalditions imiposed by the (anvmn-
inent are sm'h that investors trill feel oeiorle.
Nothing has ye~t bgeen lone ill tile way Ot
fixing a royalty. We know, however, that the
Govvrnment w~ill not don anything tltat mnay'
lie regarded as unfair. But the fact rem~ains
that it is not sufficient to tell i invostor that
we have a symlpttic~i~ Government to dleal
with.

l[on. 1P. (Collier: We or(- ilwny. in the
offing.

Mr. rDt'fAcx: There is a feeling of i-
sem-trity' as to nwhat the jiosition ay be
ii' the event of oil being disc&overed. This
is at motter that should recite- attention at
the present time. The Kinmherley district, as
lion. mninteroi know, is essentially a pastoral
country. Tin the 'West Riniherler both sheen
and cattle are run. but duintg the past tea
years sheep operations have not bseen satis-
factory inasmuch as the stations whieh were
earryinn, between 80O000 ansd 90.00n %heep-
and one station had as many as 1o000 sheep
-at the jprelent time only; boast 45,00 to
600,000.

Mr. Mann: Why bate they reduced their
holdings; there are no droughts theref
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'.%r. Dt'RAC'lt: Largely on account of the
dingoes and ulso because the sheep were de-
pa.Stured too close to the coast. Regarding
E~ast Kimberley the position is even worse.
There arc meat works operating at Wyndham
-and this year they hare so far put through
l6.0011 caresses, while it is anticipated that
before the close of the season they will hare
put through between 23,000 andl 24,000. Tak-
ing (air own figures, 1 may mention that the
priv-e paid by the Government, that is,
1I1l4. per 1414 lbs., works out at C2
139, :' 4. To this has to be added
Ils. 6d., r~pre.~exting a reduction granted
bsy the ('oniuoniweaith by wvay of f reight,
so that the price we are getting-I
ani taking the figures at 4,000 head,
which is the number I am interested in-
amunmts to £E3 is. 114. per head. See-
ig that it costs £3 155s. to £4 to put a

Ibeast on the mnarket, members will realise
how hopeless the position is. Indeed, unless
same aidrane is inade by the London market,
Ind at present there is little to indicate much
of an advance, the position will be far from
encouraging. T do not see much prospect
for the beef industry of the North unless
there is somie restoration of the financial
position iii. Europe, or unless we can get some
preference from the British Empire. I think
we are entitled to preference. Australian
importations from Britain in 1921 amounted
to 45 million or, calculatedl on the basis of
five million people, about £R 7q. per head.
American figurc-i for the same year repre-
sented 44 million for *a population of 110
million, or an average of 8s. per head. Tni
other words, one Australian is worth 21
Americans on those figures. T do not wish to
speak derogatorily of our cousins, the Ameni-
cans, but that is the position.

Ron. r. C'ollier: From a trade point of
vie w 1

Mfr. T'lACK: Yes. Not only would it be
g~oodl business hut it would be good policy for
Britain to girt, preference to Australia. On
those figutes we are worth more to Great
Britain, in addition to being co-partners in
the Empire. Surely we are worth more to
Great Britaia than a South American repub-
lic like Argentine.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The people of Eng-
land will not rote to increase the price of
their food.

Mr. DUTRACK: But they are paying a very
good price at the present time. We 'are told
the consumer is paying Is. to Is. 6d_ per lb.

Rion. W. C. Angwin: That is for fresh
meat.

Mr, DIJBACK: It seems difficult. to arrive
at the real position.

Ron. W. C. Angwias: According to the
''Pastoralists' Review" frozen meat is abot

4 / .a Ilb.
"Mr. Pickering:- Is that the wholesale priee9I
lion. W. C. Angwin: 'Yes.
mr. DIJRACK: In the East recently I met

a number of pastoralists who said the posi-
tion as-regarded the selling of frozen meat in
England was hopelesls. Many of them had

sold ort in desperation, becauso theyv could
not compete against the chilled meat from
Argentine.

"Mr. A. Thomnson: That is the point.
Mfr. iIUTRACK: A move was made by

Queensland somec time ago to endeavour to
establish its own cool stores in the East and
it was suggested that the Commonwealth
should guarantee the State a million or a
million and a half of money to assist in that
direction.

Mr. Mann: Did not the Kimberley$ have
the meat trade with Manila?

Mr. DUB ACK: Only a limited livestock
trade. At that timie there was 6,600,000 lbs.
of frozen meat going from Queensland to
supply artuy contracts.

Iron. W. C. Angwin:. That was the time
when cattle sold at 3 0ls. a head.

'Mr. DURACK: A limited meat trade might
be established with the East. Unless we get
some subsidy, the position appears to be hope-
less.

Mr-. Angelo: Why is the local price as high
as 1s. 3d. for rump steak and l1d, for roast
beef?

Mr. DITRACK: Because we cannot get ship-
ping. In the early part of this year the
pastoral company with which T am associated
nmade inquiries regarding freight, and the
best offers we could get trors the Govern-
ment andi from shipping companies was £;8
10s. to £9 per head, from Wyudham. to
Fremnantle, With such freights it is impos-
silde to ship from the North. It is an anom-
aly that the consumer here should be paying
such a high price while the pastoralist in the
North is getting only £3 Is. ld, per head
of stock including the Commonwealth freight
subsidy.

Mfr. Angelo: Could not we use chilled meat
brought down hsere from Wydanm?

Mr. DURAt7K: I believe that question has
been considered.

Mr. Angelo. If it can be sent from Argen-
tine to England, why not from Wyadham to
PerthI

.1r. DT'RACK: It takes nine to 10 days
from Wyndham to Perth, whereas from Ar-
gentine to England is a seven days' nmn.
What is badly needed at Wyadhamn to make a
success of the freezing works, if freezing is
to constitute the operations of the fntnre, is
additional cold storage accommodation.

'Mr. Harrison:- The Fremantle Freezing
Works are nearly completed.

'Mr. DUTRAOK: Yes, but I do not know how
far they are fitted for chilled meat. The
cold storage accommodation at Wyndham is
about 1,200 tons, which would represent about
4,000 head of cattle. Therefore, unless boats
called regularly and frequently the accommo-
dation would not be sufficient to keep the
works going. There was some talk of ex-
tending the cold storage accommodation, but
nothing has been done. Kimberley possesses
great possibilities, hut our difficulties are too-
numerous. Amongst the difficulties we have
to contend with is that of high freight which
is killuig the *North. I am reminded that re-
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cently We sent up some machinery to the
North. The freight from Melbourne for 30
odd tons exceeded £230. It is impossible to
carry on when freights are so high.

Ron. W. C. Aagwin: During the war you
had the lowest freights in the world.

M.\r. Mann: Would you be surprised to
know that it cost more to bring nine girders
from Melbourne to Perth than it would cost
from Liverpool to Premantlel

Mr. DLIBACX: No. The shipping service
on the North-West coast ise very infrequent.
The "Bambra" is scheduled to call at
Wyndhamn every two months. We cannot hope
to carry on while we are handicapped
by such high freights and such an irregular
service. As regards. mails, though that is a
Federal matter, we are in a worse position
now than we were 20 years ago. Just prior
to the war we had a direct service from
Wyndhanm to Hall's Creek. Now the service
goes only half way.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Mfines: What would he
your idea of freights from Wyndham if there
were no "Bambra"?

Mr. DUE ACK: Other companies would be
competing.

The Minister for Mines: 'Would they? You
1know different from that.

Mr. DITRACK: We had an infinitely hatter
service before the "Bambra" came on the
coast. Our roads are probably the worst in
Australia, and I do not see miuch possibility
oft improving them with our present limited
population. We cannot raise the money to do
it. Consequently, the cost of transit in the
North is very high .and it is difficult to got
about. On the Moola Bulla station there are
large numbers of natives and, as the Gov-
ernmtent have to feed them, I think they could
be usefully employed. I knowy that some
members will not agree with me on this mat-
ter. The natives, however, could he employed
under supervision to effect repairs to the
roads. The Government should not have to
feed these men without getting some return
from them.

The Minister for Mines: We must look
after the natives.

Mr. DIJEACK: Putting them to useful
work would not he neglecting them. We
want a port established midway between
Wyndhami and Derby. This was sug-
gested following an inquiry authorised
by the Premier two years ago. A re-
port was made on the area west of Cam-
bridge Gulf and Mr. Easton assures us that
there is a large area of valuable pastoral
country, hut the difficulty is there is no port.
A port should be provided as soon as pos-
sible. This would afford opportunities for
developing that area. It would be in fairly
close proximity to the Wyndham Meat Works,
the farthest distance being not more than
130 to 140 miles. We went cheap freight
or free freight for stud stock. It is neces-
sary, that the herds of the North be improved.
The principle of cheap freights is applied

in different parts of the world. The Castle
line of beats are carrying stud stock from
Britain to South Africa at particularly low
rates. In Canada and America stud stock is
carried frcee, or at reduced rates over the rail-
ways, and the other day I noticed that the
principle had been applied in New Zealand.

Mri. MNoney: They carry lime free.

Mr. DLTRACK: Here, however, the op-
posite principle is adopted. To send stud
beasts to the Northi, we have to pay more
freight. The Government should encourage
people to improve their herds by granting
either free freight or a considerable reduie-
tion on the existing rates. We must oa-
dea;-our to induce people to settle in the
North and remain there. Twenty-five years
ago there were more people actufflly owning
properties in the North than there sre
to-day. For tle man permanently living
in the North and engaged in prim-
ary production, there should be some relief
fromn taxation. We want people to live there,
and to grant such relief would be a potenit
factor in inducing people to live there. I
am speaking now of pastoral properties. I1
have stated year after year that I
did not see much prospect of carrying
on tropical agriculture in the North
and making a commercial success of it, ow-
ing to the high cost of labour and the rav-
ages of white ants. Anything can be grown,
but at a price. It appears that there are
good prospects of cotton growing proving
successful. There is evidence throughout Aus-
tralia that the white ant will not tough
cotton. This is horn out by experience just
outside of Wyndham. We have had a small
area under cotton for the last three years
and, although this was one of the worst areas
known for white antsf, they did not touch
the cotton. This, on top of evidence fromn
other parts of Australia, would seem to con-
firm 'the opinions held that cotton growing
can he successfully undertaken in the North.
It is quite possible that cotton growing by
itself would not pay, hut there is a suhsidisry
to cotton growing, namely, pig raising. In
Java, we are told, there is a big demand for
pigs; and we have steamers running from
our North to Java in five or six days. Maize
and millet will also grow in the North, and
pigs could be -fed very well on maize and
millet. As to peanuts I1 do not know
very mutch, though I am told they will grow
up there. The rainfall appears to be par-
ticularly favourable for cotton growing. On
the othe6r side of Australia where cotton has
been grown for some time, in the neighbour-
hood of Rockhampton, the rainfall is much
the sanie as in the North. I believe the
average rainfall for profitable cotton grow-
ing is between 22 and 30 inches. The fall
at Brooms is 23 er 24 inches, that at Derby
25 or 26 inches, and that at Wyndhanm about
30 inches. At Port Darwin the rainfall is
greater still. So it appears that we have
the necessary climatic conditions and rainfall.
I wish to compliment the member for Roe-
bourne (Kr. Teesdale) on having brought
the possibilities of cotton growig before the

306



(22 AUsT, 1922.]30

publie of Western Australia. I hope his
efforts in this direction wrill be followed
by the commercial success of those who
engage in the industry, and that his
nme will go down to posterity as the
apostle of successful cotton growing
in Western Australia. Now, I would like
to refer to the drift to the cities. Accord-
ing to the last census taken, whereas the
-whole population of the Commonwealth has
inereased by about 900,000, that of the rural
areas has decreased by 30,000. The only
countr- town which has held its population
is that of Lithgow, New South Wales. The
population of Sydney during the census period
increased hy 290,000. AU the other metro-
politan towns of Australia show increases
proportionately. The state of affairs seems
-to me very~ serious. Certainly somne remedy
is npr U. In Canada the position is
quite different. The total population of
Canada is about eight millions, and the agri-
cultural population about four millions. A-us-
trails has five millions of people, with an
higrieultural population of only 800,000. Evi-
dently something is seriously wrong. Whether
it is attributable to the system of government
or to the mnanner in which -we have dealt with
the matter, I do not know. My view is that
something must be (lone to make country life
more attractive to our young people. It has
been said that our railway policy is in u
measure responsible. We know that the rail-
way policy of Australia has been to bring
everything to the centre. Thus centralisation
has ensued. The drift to the cities may also
he due to the education of our young men in
city areas. They are brought from the coun-
try because their parents find that in the
cities there are better facilities for education.
The boys are taken to the city, and what do
'they see? They see their city cousins enjoy-
ing a prosperity and social success denied to
their fathers on the land.

lion. P. Collier: In Victoria and New
South Wales that does Dot apply. There the
trouble is that land is not available.

Mr. DURACK: I do not think that can be
said to be the ease here.

Mon. P. Collier; No, but it is in the

Mfr. DU-A-OK; Country boys, on being
taken to the city, are surrounded with the
many pleasures of town life-music halls and
other places of entertainment. ]Is it any
wonder that they are loth to leave the cities?
They see the city man securely entrenched
against the disasters which overtake indivitry in
the couintry. They reflect on the risk of glrought
and consequent ruin to be encountered in the
country. To me it is difficult to understand
why the man in the city should demand a
higher price for his labour than the man in
the country, whose work is often heavier. In
a measure it may he due to the fact that the
merchant and manufacturer are not affected
so materially byv :nereased wages. They are
able to pass the increase on. Again, the Gov-
ernment do not find increased wages out of

tbeir own polket. but pass on the increase
to the taxpayer. The employer in the country,
however1 is net in the positioa of being able
to pass on increased %sages, and he cannot
stand uip to them. Some remedy must be pro-
vided. We must give more encouragement
to people to settle on the land. There must
he a wider extension of education to our peo-
ple in the country, so that they -wilt not have
to leave the rural districts for that purpose.
Further, the man on the land needs relief
from high railway freight;, and unduly high
taxation. That applies in inverse ratio to his
distance from ports and shipping facilities. It
does not seem fair that the mank far re-
moved from market facilities should hare to
pay the same taxation as the mnin immediately
adjacent to market or port. The carrying out
of the few suggestions which I have made,
together with the extension of wireless tele-
phony ats speedily as possible would, I
think, tend to induce our young men, and
e,.en some of our young women, to leave
the cities. I trust that the immigration scheme
will be adequately dealt -with during the ses-
sion, and that from it will ensue those pros-
perous conditions which we all so ardently
desire.

Mr. ECHARDSON (Subiaco) [5.40]:. 8o
many congratulations have been showered
upion the Premier that it is almost super-
fluous for me to add to them. But I am not
unmindful of one or two things which hap-
pened a few months ago. It will be within the
recollection of hon, members that we all met
in the dining-room to sgay an revoir to the
Premier. We wished him every success in
the mission which we all had at heart. After
a few months ire find him back among us with
his mission satisfactorily performed. There-
f ore, I think congratulations are due to the
lion. gentleman from every member of this
Assembly. Perhaps no session has opened for
a great many years with more favourable
chances than the present one.

Iron. WL C. Ang-tin: Except for the de-
ficit.

Mr. RICHARDSON: True, the deficit
has been growing, Rowever, we have the as-
surance from the country districts that there
is every indication of a bountiful harvest. That
being so, we can enter on our legislative con-
siderations with somewhat of a lighit heart,
except as regards the deficit, to the growth of
which the memb-r for North-E-ast Fremantle
(Hon. Vkt. C. Angwin) has referred. Various
members have said that there is not much be-
yond the immigration scheme in the Gover-
nor's Speech. I feel dispoised to reply that if
during this session we -?onsider nothing bnt
the immigration scheme, and consider that
satisfactorily, we shall have done our duty by
the country. No doubt. as time goes on, a
certain amount of domestic legislation will be
brought forward. Some criticism has bsei%
aimned at the Premier is regard to the im-
migration scheme and the financing thereof.
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But, notwithstanding the criticisms levelled at
the methods he proposes to adopt, there is no
getting away from the fact that, after he is
stripped of all the flue things which have
been said of him at receptions, it can still
be honestly said that in obtaining a loan of
six millions at 2 per cent. for five years our
Premier has done more for this State than
any other Premier has done for his State.

Ron. P. Collier: E-xcept that the same cAn-
ditiona are available to all the othoi Premiers
now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition as to that. How-
ever, we must realise that the Premier of
Western Australia was the first to seize the
opportunity. He was one of the first to
give thought to the scheme, and one of the
first to make the scheme appear so absolutely
essential that the Commonwealth Government
and the British Government were moved 'to
interest themselves in settling immigrants in
'Western. Australia, and in the overseas -do-
minions. There is no denying the fact that
the Premier was the first to bring it into op-
eration. For that reason, if for no other, we
should give him due praise. But, in dealing
with uny immigration scheme, there are many
features to be considered. This scheme in the
largest ever attempted in Western Australia,
and because of that we have to proceed very
carefully. I believe the sch-emne can be suc-
cessfully carried through. But there are
grave possibilities that it mray become an
abject failure unless every member of the
House, every manl in Western Australia, con-
centrates on the making of it a secees. U~n-
less the Premier devotesL attention to certain
phases of the scheme, we may have to admit
in a few years time that it has proved a
failure. We are borrowing six millions, and
we are told by the Premier that he proposes
to place 6,000 settlers on the land, or approxi-
mately 25,000 souls8. Probably we shall be
able to settle them in the Souith-West, and
with a little help from the Covernment these
settlers will eventually be successful. But I
am somewhat duibious in regard to what is
going to happen the other 50,000 persons who
are to be brought into the State. Among
them probably wvill be 12,000 able-bodied
men, fathers of families. While the scheme
isq procecding. we may be able to absorb them
all in clearing and other work. But the young
people among then will be gradually grow-
ing uip. What are they going to do? It
lirines us back to the problem of secondary
industries. There are grave doubts as to
whether this ecuitry is big enough and suffi-
ciently far advanced to absorb those other
50,00 pesia including the children. And
in course of time other children w~ill be com-
ing along. We cannot absorb them all as
rural workers, Whiat, then, are we going to do
with them? It his been pointed out by the
member for Kimberley (Mr. Dorack) that
we require higher education in country dis-
tricts. But if we are to give boys and girls
in rural districts higher education, and if we

have nothing to keep then in the rural dis-
tricts, they are bound to turn to the city.

Mr. Boyland: Why not build up the coun-
try townsl

MEr. RICHARDSON: Exactly! I want to
see, some movement for the establishbment of
secondary industries in country districts. I
am not prepared to propound a scheme, butk
I think the Premier should give some atten-
tion to this phase of the question, for it
appeals to me as being the only feasible
solution of a difficult problem. It is all very
fine to say, "Let us place the people on the,
land," but it is not every boy who is able
to go on the land. We cry out about unem-
ployment. Every metropolitan member knows
that it is acute. We do not want it to be-
"omne "'ore intense. It is not the difficulty of
borrowing the money for such a scheme as
that of the Premier; that has been fixed up.
To my thinking that is the easiest part of
the scheme. We had the assets here and we
bud the right man to send to the Old Coun-
try, and immediately he convinced the auth-
orities there that it was right we secured
this money. The hardest part of the scheme
will be to see that that money is wisely spent.
That being so, we are faced with the question
whether we have the right sort of mnan in
Western Australia to administer the scheme.
Almost every speaker refers to the lack of
administration by members of the Cabinet.
Are not hion. members in some degree re-
sponsible for that lack? I admit the adminis-
tration does not appear to be too sound.

Hon. 'W. C. Angwin: ThA new Minister was
warned yesterday.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Are not hion. members
somewhat to blame in this respect? We have
six members of Cabinet. Consider the num-
berless departments they have to attend to!
Is it not possible for the State to pay two
more Ministers to assist in the administration
of the country?

The 'Minister for Works: It ought to be.
-Mr. RICHARDSON: I certainly think we

ought to have two more Ministers.
lon. W. C. Angwin: There are 50 of us

her e. Why not have 5O more Ministers?
Mr. ]RICHARDSON: I amt watching the

administration, and I believe no mian em
satisfactorily do the work our six 'Ministers
are trying to do. In consequence, when a
miew 3linister is appointed, lion. members ex-
peet him to be a. super manl.

Mr. 17nderwood: The M1inister for Works
iq a super mn.

.Mr, RICHARDSON: That may lie the
lion. nienilier's opinion, lout it is 'not mine.
The State would he quite justified in appoint-
ing two more Mlinisters. andl I hope that be-
fore the sessionk Closes the Premier will bring
down a HBill with that end in view: because,
if we are to have a snereesful immigration
poley, no member of the presRent Ministry
has time to attend to it. Take, for instance,
the Premier. He acts as Leader of the
House. He is Colonial Treasurer--and, God
only knows! in my opinion we require a super
man to attend to 'the Treas.ury at the present
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time. On top of that, the Premier has to
administer the Lands Department and, in ad-
dition, Repatriation. How is ho going to do
it?

Hon., P. Collier: There are all those re-
sponsible Government officials ready to put
a Minister in hsis place if lie does not do as
he is told.

Mr, RICHARDSON: Then take the 'Min-
ister for Railways, and Tramways, and For-
ests, and Tndustries, and 'Mines, and State
Shipping Service, and who in addition con-
trols the Police. We know, and Mfinisters
have to admiit it, that they have not the time
in whicht to properly administer their depart-
mneats. Take the Minister for Works. Under
his control there are the State Sawmills, the
brickwvorks and the implement works. No
man in 'Western Australia could properly con-
trol those three enterprises, in addition to
which that Minister has to attend to a num-
ber of other departments. So, to a certain
extent, those reniarks made at the official
function at the Colonial Secretary's office yes-
terdany have some sting. We should not allow
that sting to remain. If departmental offi-
cils are going to say to a new Minister,
''You bare to do as we tell you, otherwise
you n-ill bec a failure'-

leu. W. C. Angivin: They gave him good
advice iv-len they told him to keep a stiff
upper liii.

'Mr. RICHARDSON: I am disappointed in
the new Colonial Se-retary, in that he did not
retort, "'I have come here to be boss, aud i
am going to be boss. "

Hen. P. Collier: They warned him.
Mr. Underwood: You must remeniber they

hare been used to Colehatch.
Mr. RICHARDSON: In view of our own

experience, ire know there is a certain amount
of sting in the remarks made by those ofM-
eials.

Haon. W. C. Angwin: Appointing two ex-
tra 'Ministers Vvould not get over that, for the
new ones might be the same.

Mr. Underwood: If you got 50 Colebatchies
it would be just the same.

MAr. RICHA RDSON: There are one or two
matters connected *with the immigration
scheme that I am surprised the Premier has
not brought out in the House. He evidently
has some fear in his heart concerning them,
and has therefore omitted them. We are go-
ing to borrow £6,000,000 for five years at
2 per cent. During that period we ought to
he on a pretty good wicket. Immediately the
Government lend out that money they will
probably charge interest at the rate of 6 per
cent. We are told that some portion of this
money will be set aside for railway and road
construction. Let us assume that this amount
will be £2,000,000.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: In the Premier's de-
tailed statement £0,000,000 was mentioned.

Air. RICHARDSON: Portion of the money
will be used for clearing land in the agricul-
tural areas.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: And for railways.
Mr. RICHARDSON:- We will allow

£2,000,000 for roads, railways and other work.

We shall still have £4,000,000 to lend at 6
per cent., which we shall be borrowing at
2 per ceint. We might also allow 1 per cent.
for overhead charges and losses, of which
there are bound to he some. This will give
us a profit of £600,000 on our interest bill.

Hon. Wi. C. Angwin: Wait until you get it.
M,%r. RICHARDSON: We will get it. I

think I am justified in saying that at the
end of five years we shall show this profit on
the interest bill.

Hon. Wi. C. Angwia: But 03,000,000 of it
will be Lused in other directions.

Air. RICHARDSON: The Premier's policy
is to spend £83,000,000 on settling 6,000 per-
sons in the South-West. The rest of the
money is to go in clearing land for settlers,
and other directions.

The 'Minister for Mines: Upon established
hnoldings.

Mr. RICrHARDSON: And in constructing
roads and building railways.

Haon. Wi. C. Angwin. Two million acres at
30s. an acre makes £C3,000,000.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That improves the
position, for we shall be getting 6 per cent.
on £6,000,000. Evidently the Premiier is
going to borrow £2,000,000 for railway and
road construction. Vie will assume that
£-3,000,000 will be spent en clearing and on
holdings now occupied, and that £3,000,000
will be spent in settling 6,000 settlers in the
Souith-West. If that is so we shall show a
profit of £180,000 per annumr on the
£6,000,000, which means a profit of £900,000
on the interest bill during the five years. I
do not, however, think that is correct.

lHon. Wi. C. Angwin: It is here in the
Premier'Is scheme.

'Mr. RICHARDSON: I understood that a
certainL am3ount was to be expended in clear-
ing land and a certain amount on roads and
railways.

Ron. IV. C. Angwin: It is in the January
scheme.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Whatever way it
goes we niust show a profit of at least
£600,000 on our interest bill. We might,
therefore, be a little more optimistic than the
Premier suggested we should be, when speak-
ing on the subject. During the recess the
Minister for Agriculture toured practically
the whole of the wheat-growing areas, and
gave good sound advice to the farmers to go
on producing. Although he did a great deal
by his tour, and the results of it are already
making themselves manifest-I felt at the
time that something more might hare been
done in the metropolitan area. The Premier
has stated that the wheat-growing lands of
Western Australia are to be retained for
young Australians. Every metropolitan mnem-
ber in this Chamber has, I think, had the
same experience as I have. Good men are con-
tinually coming to me looking for work. Dur-
ing the Inst three or four months I have been
enabled to place six or seven unemployed men
upon the land. I found in every instance
that, when I urged them to go in for farming
and told them that the Government would
give them every opportunity for so doing,



310 [ASSEMUBLY.]

they asked me what it was the Government
would do. They knew nothing whatever about
the assistance that was rendered by the Gov-
ernment to settlers, and it had never occurred
to them to take uip the pursuit of farming. I
believe that metropolitan members would be
quite ready to join with the 'Minister for
Agriculture in forming a propaganda comn-
mnittec, and touring the metropolitan area tell-
ing nmcn what the Governmeut will do for
thenm. The best settlers we can get are Aus-
tralians, for they are aeclimatised to our con-
ditions, and have initiative such as is not al-
ways shown by men from ov-erseas. Of course,
I am not saying anything derogatory to those
men who have come froni the old country.
There arc generally more men in the metro-
politan area than we can find employment
for, anit if Suich a committee as I suggest
were formed it Should be the means of mak-
ing a number of new settlers and producers.
It appears from the Governor's Speech that
between 1009 and 3921, we brought into the
State 45,409 people, that our departures were
35,941, and that the State benefited approxi-
mately by only 9,500 people in 13 years. Due
regard must be had for these figures seeing
that we anticipate new arrivals to the extent
of 75,000 in the near future. The goldflelds
have been going back for some time past. Men
who have made or saved montey on the gold-
fields have come to Perth to find some profit-
able investment for their money, but when
they have set about looking for an outlet they
have found it impossible to spend their money
to advantage.

The Minister for Works: They spend it
all the same.

Mfr. RICHARDSON: They cannot find
any industry in which to invest it, and they
naturally drift away to the Eastern States.
We are now talking of bringing the men here
who have no money, whilst we are allowing
others with money to leave our shores. That
is bad business.

Ron, W. C. Angwin: They could not get
away without money.

'Mr. RICHARDSON: There are many
ways by which a man can get a passage from
one State to another without money. Are
we going to allow 76,000 new arrivals to tome
here and permit our own people to drift away
fromt the State?

Hon. W, C, Angwin: We cannot stop them
if they wanit to go.

Mr. RICHARDSOY:; We must do some-
thing to keep them here, and itake it advan-
tageous for them to remain in the State.
There arc many good reasons why they should
stay here, if we had more industries in which
money could be invested. Secondary indus-
tries must always go hand in hand with any
new iumigration scheme. The Government
have done a certain anmut in the way of as-
sisting Secondary industries, but they could
well do more. Every member would be ready
to supjyort the Government in that direction.
There are several industries in this State that
are dying a natural death for lack of financial
help from the Government.

The Minister for Mines: Some have died
a natural death and left us lamenting.

Mfr. RICHARDSON: I am aware of that.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.0.

.\r. EICHABDISON: Before the tea
adjournment, I had practically dealt with
the question of secondary industries in
this State. I pointed out the necessity
for the promotion of secondary industries
and indicated that I was very pleased that
the Government intended to continue their
work of assisting in the promotion of these
activities. There are two methods by which
ire can remedy the unemployed difficulty.
The first is by way of propaganda work and
getting the young men to become settlers in
the country districts, while the second is by
means of promoting secondary industries. I
know perfectly well that it is hard to make
them successful. That will be the difficult
proposition. I fully realise that imniediately
manufacturing industries are established to
meet local requirements and can cope with
the market in Western Australia itself, we
And goods are dumped from the Eastern
States and sold under cost price. Another
move adopted by the Eastern States people is
to jump in whenever a company has been
formed and buy up all the shares, on the
accomplishment of whicht the whole thing is
closed down. I do not know that we arc in
a position to contend against that sort of
thing because we cannot prohibit trade, nor
can Ave prohibit people buying shares. That
is the whole thing in a nutshell. A good deal
of it is due to our connection with Federation.
The member for Ximberley (Mr. Durack) put
the position correctly when he said that we
do not want separation, but co-ordination. If
we can find means of creating that Co-
ordination which is so essential as between
the Federation and the Several State govern-
ments, we shall have accomplished something.
In the meantime we are always faced with
that grave danger, no matter what we attempt
to start here, from the people in the Eastern
States who, in years past, have heen bolstered
up by bonuses and tariffs. Thus it is that
to-day we are confronted with the question:
"What are we to do with our boys. " I am
told by the Premier that to-day he has 1,299
holdings ready to be selected.

'Mr. Piesse: He told uts 1,240 holdings.
'Mr. RICHARDSON: The member for

Toodyny (Mr. Please) was present when the
Premier mentioned the number of holdings to
me, and I understand half of them are con-
nected with the group settlement schemne, and
the others are in the wheat areas. If that be
so, let me again impress upon the Minister
for Agriculture the advisability of taking up
propaganda work with a view to inducing men
to go front the metropolitan area to these
holdings. I believe that if the whole of the
facts, indicating what the Government are
prepared to do, and the assistance intending
settlers can get fromt Government institn-
tions, were placed before those men who to-day
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are working on quarter or half-time pay, they
would be only too willing to take up the land
and try their hands as settlers. I commend
thatt Suggestion as worthy of consideration by
the House. Quite recently we had a consider-
able amount of fuss in the papers, and alsgo
in this Chamber, regarding the actions of
the members of the Country Party. [ ami
pleased to know to-day that the Country Party
members alnost unanimously have stood for
constitutional government, anl have retained
their rights, climuing to be responsible only
to their own constituents. We noted that
for weeks, practically the entire metropolita
Press cried down the ,members of the Country
Party, and I take this opportunity to con-
gratulate members of that section of this
Chamber on the stand they took. It will not
only help thenm, but other parties which may
Claim the same right over members as Mr.
Monger and his executive eadeavoured to
exercise.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: They gained one con-
vert on the strength of it.

Mr. RICHARDfSON: Is that so?
Hon. W. C. Angwvin: Members of Parlia-

ment must be ruled by the executive, if they
have not the brains to be ruled by themselves.

The Minister for Works: How did they get
that convert?

Mr. RCADO: Notwithstanding the
fact that the metropolitan Press railed against
the Country Party, those gentlemen have in-
dicated that in no circumstances would they
allow the executive to dictate to this Parlia-
ment.

Mr. Pickering: Are we discussing a no-
confidence motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is speak.
ing on the Address-in-reply.

Mr. Pickering: I thought he was dealing
with members of the Country Party.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do T understand the bon.
member for Subiaco is not dealing with the
Forests Commission I

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. RICHARDSON: The member for Su's-

sex (Mr. Pickering) is evidently quite unused
to flattery!

Mr. Pickering: You are quite right.
.Mr. RICHARDSON: He does not realise

that I am congratulating members of his party
on the stand they took! I was going on to
point out that while the whole of the metro-
politan Press were insistent in condemning
the attitude taken up by 'M,. Monger and his
executive, immediately there was mention of
the fact that Mr. Broun intended to
resign his position as Colonial Secre-
tary, the Press threw mat certain feelers
regarding various members they desired
to be taken into the Government. There
was no consistency in that. One paper
went so far as to try to prove that the member
for Swan (Mfr. Sampson) was a metropolitan
member. So far as I am, concerned, it will
take more than the newspapers to prove that
to my satisfaction. It is quite evident, how-
ever, that the Premier swallowed the dope!
There the position stands. I wish to point

out the inconsistency on the part of the now*-
papers who, having claimed that Mr. Mogner
and his executive had no right to dictate as to
what should be done in this Chamber, imme-
diately turn around behind the Premier and
throw out the suggestions I have indicated.
One paper perhaps got ahead of the others,
with, lt- result that the Premier took it in.

Hon. P. C.ollice: The newspapers claim
that dictation is their special province. They
only resent the intrusion of others.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I come to another
question that has received sonic attention on
several occasions. The member for Roebourne
('Mr. Teesdiale) interjected when this was
heing referred to, that the subject had whis-
kems on it, it was so old. Probably that is
due to thle haste with which the Como tram.
n-ne was built.

Thle Minister for -Mines : I think the
Public Works Department should be handed
over to me.

Mr. RICHfARDSON: This particular line
has t-reated a lot of discussion and I do not
desire to dwell upon it. There are peculiar
features%, however, which should be brought
before the House. This has been described
as a desert tramway. I disagree entirely
with that contention. Our ordinary concep-
tion of a desert is a plain, arid stretch of
sand where nothing will grow. I assure hon.
members that there is a beautiful bankain
forest in this particular area.

The Minister for 'Mines: The Forests Corn-
ulission n-ill look into that matter,

Mr. RICHARDSON: On the occasion of
my first visit to inspect the route of the
Como tramway extension, I was reminded of
an extract from that famous speech delivered
by thme Mfinister for Educeation while we were,
touring the South-West.

Mir, J. R. Smith: Cut that out; there is
no comparison!

.%r. RICTHARDSON: I refer to the passage
where tile Minister said that the settlers went
out into the ''pathless forest and carved out
homes for themselves.'' That is a fair de-
scription of what I saw in the district I refer
to. On the left one could see mile after mile
of beautiful banksia forest.

The Minister for 'Mines: Not too many
miles.

Mr. RICHARDSON: There was that forest
as far as the eye could rcach.- may be
short-sighted. Everywhere I looked on that
side, there was this beautiful forest of
banksia. On the right, the forest extended
down to South Perth, and so it seemed in-
terminable. It is certainly relieved by a
few settlers, settlers who probably nev-er
drcamt that anyone would pass by to inter-
fere with them.

Heo,,. P. Collier: They were the hardy
pioneers.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Pioneers who had
carved a home for themselves and never
dreamit thnt they would be disturbed.

7Mr. Teesdale: 'They blazed the track to
Como!
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Mr. S. H. Smith: At any rate, they are
wi thin 10 miles of a railway.

Mr. RICHARDSOX: The 'Minister for
Railways has been credited on many occa-
sions with being inconsistent. He is con-
sistent in this respect. It is one of the planks
of the Country Party's platform that they
shall have railways before selection. In the
Comon area, there is the tramway before selec-
tion! Then atgaina the 'Minister is consistent
in that he is determined to enable this dis-
trict to have an elephant and he has given
them a work which is a white elephant.

The Minister for M.\ines: I think you must
have rend that somiewhere.

Mr. RICHAI~RDSON: If, knowing the un-
emplloyed difficulty was so bad, it had been
a question of assisting starving men, women
and children, and there was no reproductive
work in the metropolitan area to be dealt
with, I would not have raised any objection
to the scheme, notwithstanding that a pledge
was being broken.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: They could ha'e built
a railway on the south side of the river.

Mr. RICHIARDSON: There were several
works in the metropolitan area that would
have been reproductive. There was no reason
why this work should have been pushed on,
more especially as a definite promise had
been marie in this House that it would not
be gone on with until such time as the Tramn-
way Commission submitted their report.

The Minister for Mfines: I do not think
that was said.

Mr. RICHARDSO'N: That was the prin-
ciplIe, ina any case. This matter was
debated because members of the House
felt it was not going to be a paying pro-
positin and that it would not he warranted.
A select committee was appoin ted by the
Rouse and afterwards that select committee
was tuare an honorary Royal Commission.
The Leader of the Opposition stated a little
while back by way of interjection that the
reason why the Commtission did not meet
earlier in the recess was that the "Hfansard"
staff w-cre not available to report the pro-
ceedings. T know differently.

Iron. P. Collier: That was the only expla-
nation that occurred to me at the moment.

'Mr. RICHARDSON: I can understand the
Leader of the Opposition's position, as a
valued member of the party represents that
particular district.

lion. P. Collier: Oh no.
-Mr. RICHARDSON: There was no reason

for not calling that Commission together
much earlier. Other Royal Commissions met
shortly after Parliament closed down. Sup-
pose that Commission was not able to mn.eet
earlier, would it not have left a better im-
pression on the minds of the people support-
ing the Como tramway extension if the Com-
mission had never been called together at all?

Hon. WI. C. Angvrin: They got in their
report early enough.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We have seen how
easy it was to get that Commission together,
and to deal with aU the subjects they were

asked to investigate. They sat for only a
fortnight and the whole timing was then
finished up and cleared away.

Hon. WI. C. Angwin: You are aware that
on the first day we met we were asked not to
go on with the inquiry because your Comimis-
sion wanted the reporting staff.

M.%r. RICHARDSON1- I am not blaming
the members of the Commission; I am only
blaming the chairman.

Mr. Lanmbert: IHo is not to be blamed.
Mr. liCIARDSON: The Commission took

the' evidence of the general manager of the
tram ways system, who declared that there
woulid be a loss of E1,000 anulyoth
Cono extension. L nnlyo h

Mr. Lambert: An estimated loss of £1,000.
Mr. 'RICHARDSON: Here is the most

peculiar feature, le likewise went on to
say that it would be necessary to lay down a
further line from the Mends-street jetty to
the golf links as a feeder to the main Coma
line which was than being constructed. WIhy
was that never mentioned before?

Mr, Lambert: Hle had not the material to
do that portion.

'Mr. RICHIARDSON. He has not the ma-
terial now. It was not a recommendation so
far as the Come extension was concerned.
I know that the Minister for Railways will
endeavour to bluff this House by declaring
that up to date the extension has been a
paying proposition. I declare it is not such
and that it will not be. Anyone who has
been over that route must realise that the
line will not servo the South Perth
people. In the first place, it was known as
the South Perth-Come tramway, but now it
is called the Como tramway, because the South
Perth people deny that it is going to serve
them.

M1r. Pickering: It is a Zoo tramway.
Mr. RICHARDSO'N: The whole thing

does not savour of being really pure. I
know perfectly well that on every occasion
when reference will he made to it in the nest
two or three months, we shall be told the
line is a paying proposition. -Methinks those
in authority pro testeth too much. I have no
desire to deal ait further length with this mat-
ter beyond making a protest, because I know
there are other works which are urgently
needed. Since 1914 the metropolitan area
has been practically starved for reproductive
works.

Ron. W. C. Aagwin: What do you call the
sewerage system?

'Mr. RICHARDSON: That was put down
shortly after 1914. The metropolitan area
is starved to-day, and I draw the attention
of members of the Country Party to this
fact. There are some of them who believe
th at the metropolitan area should be dealt
-with fairly and Justly, but there are others
whoI notwithstanding that we vote for some
of their projects and assist them in every way
that we can, will not lend us that assistance
-which -we expect from them, because they de-
clare that no money whatever should be spent
in the metropolitan area-
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'Mr. Lambert: You are responsible for the
position they occupy.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The hon. member is
just as responsible as I am. 'Unfortunately
the Premier is not hecre, because I would like
him to hear me declare that no statesman
would ever dream of starving the country for
the sake of the metropolitan area, and like-
wise no Ftatesman would agree to starve the
metropolitan area for the sake of the coun-
try. The two communities aIre absolutely es-
sential, and theretore, considering we hive
been starved in the metropolitan area during
the last seven or eight years, it is tip to the
Government now to do something for us. I
a"' quite prepared to admit that the Mfin-
ister for Works would carry out some of the
important undertakings in the nmetropolitan
area if thle Treasurer would find the money.
Unfort un ately, for rome reason or other, the
motley cannot be secured.

Hoe. W. C. Angwin: You will have to form
a new party.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We shall have to
form a metropolitan party.

Mr. Carter: Will the member for North-
East Fremuantle join us?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I believe the hon.
member would n ake anl excellent Treasurer so
far as the metropolitan area is concerned.
I draw attention to the urgent necessity- for
a better water supply and to the need of
sewerage and drainage. We are aware that
recently the Government were mulct in damn-
ages.

Mr. Mncamm Smith: Which they have
not paid.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 'But which, of course,
they will pay. I have mere faith in
the Government 'than has the hon. nein-
her. This was becanse of the absence
of drainage, and in all probability they
will be similarly mulct in other directions.
It is quite evident, therefore, that the Pre-
mier will have to seriously consider the posi-
tion. Take my own electorate, xvhich is one
of the maost congested in the metropolitan'
area. Thecre we have that rotten antiquated
system instead of the modern sewerage sys-
tem. We are bordering right on West Perth,
anti there is, even, a portion of 'West Pertht
which has not yet been rewered. I am in-
formed by the member fur West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) that the Government will not connect
up that part of West Perth wkith the system
nntil Subiaco has been sewered. I know that
quite recently the Mfinister for Works advo-
cated that the system should be extended.
Yet because it is a metropolitan matter the
money cannot be made available. Why will
not the Country Party insist on this necessary
work being proceeded with? Why will they
not assist us to bring it about?

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We do not want as-
sistance; we pay for sewerage; we only want
the mioney with which to carry on the work.

Mr. RICHARDSON: There is another mat-
ter on which I desire to touch briefly. A
question was asked in the House recently by
the member for Wanowna, (Hon. T. Walker)
as to whether the Government were prepared

to bring down a Bill to establish a fair rents
court. I was absolutely surprised at the Pre-
mnier 's direct negative reply. Those who live
in the metropolitan area know well that land-
lordismn to-day is rampant.

The Minister for Mines: Yen know the
remedy.

Mfr. Machalum Smith: Give us more trains.
Mr. RICHARDSON:- I have asked the Min-

ister for Railways for a ecesiderable time f or
tramway extensions and cannot get them.
But reverting to the question of rents, I ad-
mit we hare some excellent landlords in the
metropolitan area, but we have to provide
against those who are not Ilonest.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Parliament passed a
resolution last session in favour of fair rents
legislation.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I was bluffed last
year on this question because I was a n~ew
member. In my district I know of many in-
stances where, (luriag the past few years,
ntnts have been increased by 1.50 per cent.
Can there be any reason for that?

The Minister for Mires: Biecause building
is so costly and provision is not being made
for housing the people.

'Mr. RICH&RDSON: Thait shows the neces-
sity for preventing landlords adapting profit-
eering methods. In ninny instances the rents
havo been increased in the case of promises
which were built before the war began. I
know of instances where the increases have
amounted to 200 per cent. Immediately the
rates are raised Is. the landlords add 2s. Od.
to the rent. U~ntil each time as the Govern-
meaut determine that they are going to pre-
vent this kind of profiteering, so wiji the un-
fortunate teants continue to suffer. The
action of the landlords has almost invariably
bean directed at the poorer people, and that
makes rho position worse. ?hope that suiffi-
cient pressure can be brought to bear onl the
Premier during the present session te induce
hint to reconsider his decision in respect to
fair rents legislation, because the question is
a burning one, affecting as it does those
when, we are appointed to look after.

Mr. Lambert: Bring down a Bill.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I cannot do so.
The Minister for Mines: What was the ex-

periesce in New South Wales?
Mr. RICHARDSON:- We alvays hear the

saine cry in regard to matters of this sort.
Hon. W. C. Angwia: Tue late Attorney

General told us it worked quite well in 'New
South Wales.

The Minister for Mines: It stopped build-
ing Operations there.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It does not matter to
me what happens elsewhere. Moreover, I
take it that Western Australia is ahead Of
the other States in regard to its legislation,
and I amn convinced that we can pass a mnea-
sure which will be equitable to both lindlord
and tenant. Arbitration is mentioned in the
Speech and I sincerely hope that whatever
amendments are proposed will tend to indus-
trial peace. If there is one thing more than
another which will tead to industrial peace,
it is to facilitate a union, when a dis-

313



314 [ASSEMBLY.]

pube occurs, approaching the court without
delay. The tunember for Pilbara. (Mr. Under-
wood), iii referring to Royal Commiissions, de-
scribed thle Licensing- Commission as a ''fool-
ish'' Commission. T attended the meetings
of the Licensing Commission for some four
months-we were appointed first of nil as a
select committee--and 'I think it Wrong for
any nmember to describe what we (lid as being
foolish. Het sail we travelled east, south,
north and west. We did so in order to be able
to bring befare the House amendments which
would accomplish somec good. Anyone who
goes through the suggested amendments will
agree that it was nlot a foolish Commission.
If the anmendmnents -are adopted, we shall have
accomplished some good for this State. Each
and every member sitting on that Commission
did his duty with the idea that he was doing
some good for the State.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: He thought you were
foolish because you blocked the Tramways
commnission.

Mr. Ulnderwood., 11 thought it was foolish
of the other Commission.

Mr. IRICHARDSON: . The member for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) referred to what
was being done for the indigent old women
of the State. The Government have provided
a home at Fremantle.

Mrs. Cowan: Quite unsuitable.
Mr. RICHARDSON: That is correct.

The Government should provide a better
place for them. We ought to look at this
matter from a humane point of view. There
are many old women who, after working hon-
ourably throughout their lives, have to go to
this refut on account of adversity. They
have helped to build up the State and in
many instances have reared families, and
probably because of deaths in the family and
adverse circumstances have been forced to be-
come inmates of the home. Every member re-
calls his mother with thoughts of -respect,
pride, honor, and love. Yet adversity mnight
easily have resulted in one's own mother end-
ing her days in this home. Would we like to,
think she was in such a positions It may be
said that some of the inmates are human
derelicts. Perhaps some are.

Hon. T_ Walker: Even so, society is re-
sponsible.

Mr. RICHARDSON: All said and done,
they are God 's creatures.

Mrs. Cowan: They are no more derelicts
than the old Meny anyhow.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We have no right to
judge or misjudge them. If we could read
their hearts, we might discover why they
became down ad out. We do not know
the human heart-breaks they have suffered.

Mr. Teesdale: But are they being treated
unkindly?

Hon. W. C. Angwio: No, they are not.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Although we are

doing something for them, we are not doing
enough. Let us give them a good hams; let
us give them sunshine, light and brightness.
We must do this if we are going to do our

duty towards them. I appeal to members of
Cabinet to consider this matter.

Eton. W. C. Angwin: That place would not
be so bad if the big wall were down.

MZr. RICHARDSON: T agree with the
hon. member. The old men and the old
women shbould be housed in good quarters and
properly fed and looked after so long as life
remains.

MNfr. Boyland:- What about the men suffer-
ing f romi miners' phthisis?

Mr. RICHARDSON: Theo same applies to
them.

Mr. Boyland: 'More so.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I agree that they

should be properly looked after. Western Aus-
tralia to-day ibs its hack to the wall. We have
a tremendous deficit and we have to endeavour
to puli it down. It will be many) years before
we are able to do that, but we mnust pay
attention to economy. Whoever we have as
Ministers or administrators must be men with
British bulldog pluck; men who realise that
their backs are to thle wall and who will
be prepared to light and go through with the
matter. The immigration scheme is a big one
and it can only be carried out by men of big
understanding. For this reason I hope mem-
hers w-ill stand behind the Premier, notwith-
standing that there may be erticism in other
directions. In this big scheme which will
mean so much to Western Australia, let us
stand behind the Premier and assist him aed
by doing so, make a success of it.

The ICNIFSTER, FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. 3. George-MurrayWellington) [8.7.):-
The member for Subiaco (Mr. Rich-
atrdson) referred to the necessity for con-
sidering the changed circumstances in the gov-
erment of the country and the large amount
of administration and detail work cast upon
Ministers, and urged that Cabinet should be
reinforced by the iddition of two more M~in-
isters. I shall have something more to say
about that Inter on, but 1. make the point now
that I quite agree with him.

Rion. P. Collier: If I were on the other side
opf the House, I might have a chance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I, too,
agree that everything that can be done should
be done by the Government in supporting the
establishment of secondary industries, I have
said oil many. occasions that we must find
other avocations which our boys can follow.
We cannot make them all into plourghmen or
timber haulers, aremen or even gold miners.
Our hors bare a right to expect in this sunny
land of ours an equzal opportunity with the
youiths on the easitern ridie of Anstralia, and
we cannot do that unless secondary industries
are fairly established in this State. It is
true there will have to be exercised in future
even mnore care than in the past regarding the
financial assistance given to those who bring
forward these ideas, because quite a number
of so-called secondary industries harve cost the
Government a considerable amount of money
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without much value being returned to the
State. The hon. member also referred to the
fact of Eastern States manufacturers being
prepared to dump their goods into this State
and smother industries which might be estab-
lished here, It is rather a coincidence that to-
day I had one of the proprietors of a large
secondary industry to see me. He pointed out
there was a danger that even State trading
concerns might import from the Eastern States
instead of buying their material in Western
Australia. When the affair came to be in-
vestigated it proved to be only a very small
hiatter, but as I pointed nut to him, this was
the position: If the State trading concerns
had to deal with various articles which might
be manufactured in this State and they con-
fined themselves to the manufacturers of this
State-which woul be the right thing to do
-was there any guarantee that the im-
porters, who were their competitors, would
also support the native industries?

Mr. Lambert: You were cruel to him.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think I

talked common sense to hint. The member
for Subiaco also said the metropolitan area
bad for years been starved of works and he
made an appeal to country members not to
cavil at work in the metropolitan area, as
the metropolitan members had assisted the
country members. I think there are attempts
to raise too much of a barrier-perhaps it is
artificial-between the city and the country.
There would be no use for the cities unless
there were pepple in the country. Without
farmers, timber workers, miners and pros-
pectors in the country, there would be no
reason to have a city of distributors. The
unfortunate part is that to-day we have too
big a proportion of our population in the
cities. I was in New Zealand some years ago
when the same question was raised there.
Then it "-as found that there were 1.5 men
in the country supporting one man in the city.
That was considered by the Parliamentarians
and statesmen of the day to be too big a pro-
portion. To-day I assume we have practically
one man in the city to every man in the coun-
try. However, there should be no artificial
barrier raised by one or the other. Each is
essential. The people in the country help the
folks to remain in the town and the town folk,"
by acting asi agents, supply and assist the
people in the country. Regarding the metro-
politan water Supply, the investigations in
connection withi Mr. Ritchie 's report have
been completed and the drawings and figures
are being carefully gone into by the engineers.
These will be laid before the Government in
due course I hope before very long. As to
the drainage and sewerage of West Perth and
Subiaco, the hon. gentleman was quite right.
The only lion in the path is that of funds.
To mnstal the scheme and provide the money
for the house connections-I expect the people
of Suhiaco would require the same as the
people of Perth-would cost between £400,000
and E500,000. The Treasury is not in a posi-
tion to-day -to find that money. One bon.

member complained bitterly about the prices
being charged for timber. Apparently the
lion. member did not know, or if he knew he
ov-erlooked the fact, that the increases which
have occurred in . the prices of timber are
simply the effect of higher cost of Rrodue-
tion d ie to rise of wages and alteration of
working conditions.

Mr. Lambert: Are you in a combine with
Millors to regulate prices?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The prices
charged in the metropolitan area are prac-
tically the same right through.

Mr. Lambert: It is an absolute scandal
that you should be in a combine with Mil-
lars.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Underwood: flow does your price

list-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister

may proceed.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: When I1

was so rudely interrupted I was remarking
that the prices charged for timber must ne-
cessarily follow the cost of production, which

is governed by the rate of wages paid, Which
has increased, and by the conditions which
have been, altered.

Mir. Underwood: But how does your de-
partmnent get 50 per cent, above the railway
department?

Hon. P. Collier: It is the difference in
management. There are two different Minis-
ters, you see.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The State
Sawmills deal with the Railway Department's
timber. They take practically the whole pro-
duction of the Railway Department, who do
not sell timber apart from the State Saw-
mills. Another question raised by an boa.
member was the utilisation of prison labour
for the making of roads, the prisoners to be
paid for doing the work That question was
debated in this House many years kgo, and I
do not think that any Parliament with which
I have been acquainted would have ared to
such a proposal. Apart from the fact that
that labour might be turned to some account,
we have to remember that it would be com-
peting with people who have not been unfor-
tuate enough to get in between four walls.
The Leader of the Opposition made merry as
to the appointment of Royal Commissions and
select committees, stating that the Govern-
menit were evading their responsibilities. In
that remark I think the hon. member was a
little premature. The Government will not be
evading their responsibilities until they have
the reports of the Royal Commissions and
Select committees before them and ignore
those reports. The reports will be of great
help to Ministers, and should and will receive
respeetful consideration.

Mir. Underwood: My word they will.
The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: The

Leader of the Opposition also spoke about the
golddlelds water supply, and made a perfectly
reasonable plea that the rates should be re-
vised as the sinking fund question had been
dealt with by the Premier while in London.
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I am in a Position to inform the hion. member
that the question of revising rates in respect
of low grade mines is under consideration at
the present time and that probably in the
course of a week or two a determination will
be arrived at.

11r. Lambert: Not before it is time.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-

ber for Pilbara. (Mfr. Underwood) said that
the Australian born must not suffer through
immigration. I have the assurance of the
Premier that that is impossible, that there is
land available not only for the Australian
born. hut also for the ticoue who arc coming
to Western Austrnlia. The member for Pil-
barn referred to what, in his usual offensive
mannmer, lie termed the Lake Clifton job,
making mention also of Herdsman's8 Lake
drainage. I have only one or two words to
say in this connection, because no doubt 1
shall have an opportunity a little Inter in the
session of dlealing fully w-ith the matter.
The wards I xwish to say are that the
route of the Lake Cflif ton railway was
settled by Parliament long before the
question caime under the notice of Cabinet at
the time referred to by the hion, member.
There could not have been any alteration of
route at that stage, because t06 matter would
first hare had to be brought before Parlia-
mieat again. Had it been brought before
Parliament again, the concession would as-
suredly have been thrown out.

Mr. Underwood: Now go on with Herds-
man 's Lake.

The MKINISTER FOR WORKS: I haro
said all I have to ray in reply to the lion.
member. The member for Gascoyno (Mr.
Angelo) referred to Beadon Jetty, and I was
glad to inform him, by way of interjection,
that the work has been let by contract, that
a considerable portion from the shore out-
wards will be of reinforced concrete, and that
the remainder of the piles, jarrak piles which
have to be driven, will he cased with concrete
sleeves. It is believed by the engineers that
these measures will preserve the jetty fromn
the attacks of the teredo for a. considerable
time. The contract has been let, and al-
though it has been the fashion for years, and
is now the fashion, chiefly with new members
of Parliament, to belittle the Public Works
]Department, we have the significant fact that
the mlan who is going to construct that jetty
for the contractors is a Public Works Depart-
ment man. From the department he was re-
ceiving about £350 at year, and the salary and
emoluments to be paid by the contractors
are in the neighbourhood of £E1,000 per annum.
That is how the Public Works Department
lose their best men.

Mr. Underwood: it is no wonder you lose
them when you have such a 'Minister.

The MIN .ISTER FOR WORKS: The heon,
member desires to be facetious, out only suc-
ceeds in being impudent.

Mr. Underwood: There is nothing funny
about that.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is al-
most a pity that we cannot get "PFussyfoot"

Johnson to close the Parliamentary bar; then
perhaps we would have better conduct in this
Chamber. The member for Gascoyne (Mr.
Angelo) referred to Mr. Tindale 's estimate of
the cost of constructing the Carnarvon-Killili
railway. The lion, member sought to make
capital out of the fact that an estimiate having
a certain range had been given by Mr. Dalton
and Mr. Tindale or the construction of meat
works. If the hion. member had referred to
the file, lie w-ould have found that the width
of the range, £70,000 to £130,000, was due
entirely to variations in time number of sheep
that the works were expected to treat. The
estimate of £70,000 was for a certain auin-
her of sheep, and the estimate of £130,000 was
for a much larger number of sheep.

Mr. Angelo. Are you sure?
The MINISTERL FOR WORKS: I am-

certain.
Mr. Underwood: No sheep wilt ever come

the re.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Occasion-

ally a goat comens there. The member for
Gascoyne is not quite fair to 'Mr. Tindale,
who has the respect of nearly every member
of Parliant, andl of peoplie who are not
members of Parliament.

Mr. Tcesdale: Ile is onc of the nost cap-
able men in the service.

Thme MfINISTER FOR WORKCS: It is not
fair for an bomiourable member, because avf
estimate or a design does not fit in with his
viens, to attack an officer who has done his
best for the State.

Mr. Angelo: His estim ate is inflated, as
y-ou know.

The 'MINISTERl FOR WOR KS: I do not
know it.

11r. Anigelo: I cami prove it to you to-
morrow by ti-a independent firms.

Tme 'MINISTERt FOR WORKS: The Port
Ifetland-'Marble Bar railway, which was built
in 1910, cost £2,668 per muile. The difference
in the cost of nffii and sleepers alone to-day
is about £700 per mile, niakinig a cost of
£t3,370. The difference in the r-ost of labour
isi £600 per mile, making a total cost at this
dlate of £4,000 per emile. The lion. member
stated that he knew of one or two firms of
eontractors who were prepared to find every-
thing and build the line for £300,000, as
agaimnst the Public Works 'Department's esti-
mate of £400,000.

Mr. Angelo: They are prepared to put up
a, deposit.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have no
doubt about that. It the lion. member can
find those firms, all f can say is that should
the Government decide to build that railway
while I ani still 'Minister for Works, I shall
be prepared to ask those contractors to give
me that price, and if they stick to it I shall
accept their tender.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Parliament will de-
cide that.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: If the
line is pass-ed by the House and the money is
voted by the House, then the Minister for
Works has to call tenders, and it is the Min-
ister for Works who decides what tender shall
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be accepted. Let me repeat that the rails and
sleepers alone, delivered at Caruarvont, will at
present day prices, cost £2,000 per mile. The
member for Cascoyne wishes -as to understand
that all the muck work and bridge;, if any
bridges arc required, and all the stations and
sidings and everything else, will be done for
£E1,000 per mile. He is very sanguine. I trust
that if the railway is authorised his anticipa-
tions will be fulfilled. As regards the Car-
narvon water supply I may refer the member
for Oascoyue to the member for Pilbara,
w~hose authority we have for the statement
that when he was at Caruarvon the quality
and supply were doubtful. Yet the member
for Gascoyne himself advised me to-day that
the water in the well there xra3 plentiful in
quantity and excellent in quality but for twro
crows in the reservoir.

'Mr. Angelo: We only want a top on the
tower, which yqu promised six months ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Ron.
WV. C. Angwia) remarked about the Fremantle
water supply. I wish to inform the hon.
member that I have to-day received the pro-
posals of the engineers in connection with that
water supply, dealing with the question
placed before the Government the other day
by the mayor of Fremantle andi gentlemen ac-
companying him, The proposals will be laid
before Cabinet next week, and when I know
what is Cabinet's decision I shall be very
pleased to carry it out. The member for Mt.
Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy) last week seemed
to have had something that irritated him very
much. He told us that the whole country was
taken uip with boodling. I do not think the
hon. member believes that, or that any other
nia in the House believes it.

H~on. 'M. F. Troy: How can one think any-
thing else?

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: There are
men given to boodliag, but it is wrong to say
that the whole country is given up to hood-
flang. The hon. member also spoke about the
water supply in his district, and referred to
the ease of Mr. W. N. Cock. The matter was
referred to the Lands Departmient, whose
view is conained in the file I hold in my
hand. 'Mr. Cock has a pastoral lease some-
where in the country, and the Lands Depart-
ment report-

This road has never been declared, or
shown on our plans.
Hon. M.. F. Troy: Just so. It is new coun-

try.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The re-

port continues-
As a stock route it would serve very little,
if any, pastoral country not already served,
other than Mr. Cock's lenses. I know of
no returned soldiers put on country that
would be benefited by this route, and there
is no country carrying stock within easy
reach other than Mr. Cock's, not otherwise
provided for. If the road is used to any
extent, it certainly requires water; and, in
amy opinion, if it is decided to put down a
well in the position suggested, it should not
be done without Mr. Cock carries out his
[14]

promise to put a well down further east,
which he might easily do, as it would be
mainly for his own use, and, I presume, on
his own country-the country east of
Cock 's being served by the Wilana-Leonora
stock route.

I refused to spend £ 150 in putting dofl a
well for one individual, and, of course, occa-
sion is taken to bring the matter before the
House.

Hion. if. F. Troy: You are always right.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-

ber for York (Mr. Latham) mentioned the
Narenibeen-M.Aerredin -railway and indicated
that he desired it to be carried on to Merre-
din. The reason why it is not being dealt
with as he desires is that three-quarters of
the laud between tarembeen and Merredia is
(declared to be wodgil country, which is stated
to be of no use for wheat. The line has been
stopped until such tire as the route is de-
cided upon to show whether it can be pro-
fitably carried on to join the goldfields line
towards the east.

Mir. Harrison: Is that statement on the
report, or was it made by the settlers?

Mr. Underwood: Give us something about
Herdsman 's Lake.

Hon. Mv. P. Troy: Something about the
Lake Clifton railway fist.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mry. 3. Thomson) said-

Mr. Underwood: What about Herdsman 's
Lake?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
tell the member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood), if he were sufficiently sober to under-
stand it-

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister must not be
off ensi'-e.

Mir. Underwood: Mr. Speaker--
Mr. SPEAKER: Do you rise to a point of

orderI
Mr. Underwood: On a point of order, is

the Mfinister in order in saying such a, thing?
Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister is not in

order. I ask him to withdraw the statement.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Certainly

I withdraw it.
Mr. Harrison: Was your statement regard-

ing wodgil country based on something in the
reportf

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister is making
his own speech.

'Mr. Harrison: I would like an answer to
that question.

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time has passed.
The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: What was

the question?
Mr. Harrison: Was your statement about

wodgil country based on the departmental
report, or what?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can in-
form the member for Avon (M.Harrison)-
and he can see it for himself in the file-
that it has been, reported that three-quarters
of the land between Narembeen and Merre-
din, along the route followed by the railway,
is wodgil country whicb is useless for wheat

Mr. Harrison:- If it is on the file, that is
sufficient for me.
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lon. W. C. Angwia: We shall find nut
about that when the question of deviating
the railway comnes along.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. .1. Thomson) dealt
with a drain toeing constructed at Claremont.

lfr. J. Thomson: Deal with Lake Clifton
fi rst.

Mr. Underwood: And then with He@rds-
man Ia Lake.

The 'MINISTER FOX WORKS: I under-
stand the member for Claremont is an edu-
cated gentleman and an engineer. That hon.
member, however, referred to a drain which
is heing constructed at Claremont. Ha ad-
vocated that work himself during the last
two years. Re thanked me for what was
being done within the last few weeks. The
mayor and councillors of Claremont them-
selves advocated the work and asked the
Public Works Department to continue their
operations and to extend the drain at the
council 's expense. I have drawn their atten-
tion to the fact that the member for Clare-
mont considers that the Water Supply De-
lpartinent could not properly or ec-onomically
do the work. I have asked them to be
reliev-ed of the task. I leave the hon. mem-
ber to answer for himself to his own con-
stituents. The bon. nmnmber made a great
song about the necessity for doing this work.
He may be-I do not know anything about
him-an engineer and a carrier-out of works.
When, however, he talks about tunnelling
through sand, I think he must have forgotten
what he may have learnt inhi younger days.

Mr. Underwood: I have tunnelled through
sand.

Mr. Chesson: You can tunnel through
water, too.

The MIN.ISTER FOR WORKS. Unless
the excavation is very deep and heavy, it is
carried out by means of an open cut and
lathes, the latter being driven down as the
excavation takes place. When it has reached
the proper level, the pipes are laid down and
jointed. Had this particular job been, carried
out by driving at tunnel-of course it would
not be impossible-tie cost would have been
about £2 15.4. instead of what it is at pre-
sent, about £1I 6s. 4d. The work would have to
be timbhered uip in the tunnel, becauseo sand wilt
not stand by itself. When this is dlone, the
pipes would then have been lakid and] jointed.
The engineer, Mr. Lawson, tells me thiat the
Work dune uap to the present time is within
the estimate, and the most awkward parts of
the wvork hav-e been carried out. The member
for Claremont knows perfectly well that it is
not the question of this drain that is th
trouble. It is the fact that lie ani 'Mr. Law-
son have eros-c-d swords on other than engin-
eering fields in this, State. He knows that
Mr. Lawson, who hadl the rank of 'Major,
wast placed !in charge of the field engineers.
when the libon, member was simply placed
there as a lieutenant.

11r. (f'orhoy: Yes, and he was relievell im-
nictliutels- afterward' . This is a dangerous
subjiect to talk About.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: If per-
sonal feeling is imported into the considera-
tion of a question, one's sense of propriety
mnay be influenced.

'Mr. Underwood: It is quite apparent that
you have not got a ease.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'Mention
'tas made by streral nmembers of complaints
regarding the Government stopping the pen-
Sions of maimted soldiers. That is to say, if
n soldier was doing work worth £4 a week
and he wos drawing a peasion of £1, he only
received V£ fromt the Government. I inter-
jected when the member for Lendervillo (Mr.
Caorter) was speaking that the ease brought
under my notice had been adjusted. The posi-
tion was that one man was driving a motor
lost front East Perth to where the septic
tanks are sit unted. He hail only one hand
and siomeone else had to lift the stuff into
an71! out of the boat. 'Mr. Lawson, in fixing
the salary for that man, assured me that ho
took no notice of the man'Is pension when he
decided upon the payment represented by
what he considered was the value of the work
done. [ am sorry that the pension question
cropped up at all, but if maimed soldiers have
to be employed to do work, they should be
paid for the valuie of the work done and any
difference should be made up by the Govern-
ment, State or Federal. I do not think the
men tbemselves expect to get the full wage
when they do not do the work.

Mr. Corhoy: There are morn suitable jobs
for which thiey could receive full money.

The MINISTER1 FOR WORKS: In view
of the question being raised, I hove had a
list prepared in which the names, duties and
tiny of every mnainied soldier is set out before
me. That list only reached me to-day and I
shall look into the question to-morrow. If
there are any eases which I think have been
unfairly treated, they will be pult right. The
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. 'Smith) is very
muchs perturbed regarding a proposed town-
site for Pemberton. The principal reason
why opposition has been raised to that by
the management of the State Sawmills is
that there is at present no hotel in Pember-
ton and we intend to keep liquor out of the
place as long as we can.

Member: What about sly grog selling?
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: There

may ho a certain amount of sly grog selling,
lint we can keep that within bounds better
than we could if an hotel were established
there. it we declared a tow usite at Pember-
ton, wve would lose control over that position,
and we do not want liquor at the sawmills.

Mr. Mfann: 'Mighlt you not have opposition
with the Government Stores?

Tht, MIINISTER FOX WORKS: The Gov-
ernmnent do not care very much about that. I
would be finite happy, should I continue to
manage the State trading concerns, to do
away with the stores at the sawmills.

Ron. W. V. Angwin: The stores do not
charge excessive prices.

The MINITSTER FOR WORKS: At the
risk of raising the ire of people who have
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rmade ine out to be 110 years of age, I would
point out that whilst I was manager at the
.Iarrahdale mills, I took eve-ry step possible
to get rid of the stores there. I could not
get anyone else to take theiui on and we had
to continue theut. I am satisfied it. would
be better for the management of the sawmills,
and everyone concerned, if we could do with-
out the stores, for the loss of the profit made
would be more than recouped by the relieving
of our officers of the responsibility of carry-
ing them oa.

Mr. Mann: Storekeepers cannot go there
until a. towusite is declared.

Mr. Hferon.: Still looking after the pro-
fiteers, are you?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Regard-
ing the .Iarnadup to Pemberton line, this is
the famous siding extending for 18 miles
which was constructed when the present Min-
ister for Mines was Premier.

H~on. P. Collier: Everything was done on
a big scale in those days-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Nothing has been
done since.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The rea-
son w hy that railway has not been taken over
is that I have brought the matter before the
railway authorities on several occasions to
see if we could make suitable arrangements.
We have to bring our logs to our mills and
we must run the trains to suit the cutting
at the mills. For this reason it is difficult to
run to a railway time table.

Mr. Mann:- You cannot get people to go
there unless you give them railway facilities.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
bas been some complaint that we have not
picked up sleepers and goods for settlers who
have been cutting timber for other firms. We
cannot do that, except at established sidings,
and carry on our work. If the railway were
taken away from us and we could run our
logs to suit our requiremleats, I would not
offer any objection.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Other companies do
not do that.

Mr. Mann: But the Government are en-
couraging settlement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No one
complains about the other companies bat still
the Giovernment are expected to carry e9very-
thing, and1 help. their competitors to their
own damage! I w-a sorry to hear the memt-
her for Nelson express his opposition to the
'main roads Bill.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: There is a danger
about that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can
assure the member for Nelson that he need
not be nervous regarding the contents of that
measure. If anything, they will be found to
err.on the side of simplicity, rather than any-
thing else. He made reference to the Green-
bushes Road Board and said I would not give
that body a grant for a road. I woculd not do
so because the road is practically in the town
itself and it is one that they should be able
to look after for themselves. As to the State
trading concerns, it may interest members to
know that the State Sawmills have, since

their establishment, had transactions repre-
senting just over £3,000,000, they have paid
away in wages close upon £1,000,000, they
have paid interest amounting to £120,000,
and in depreciation and sinking fund about
£160,000, while the profit made has been
£84,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: That is after paying
dividends.

The IMINISTER POR WORKS: After pay-
ing all those other things. The trade of the
State Implement Works has been a million
pounds, wages £466,000, salaries £46,000, in-
terest £90,000, and depreciation £28,000.
Their profits have been very little. In fact,
the balance sheet is on the other side. All-
though I have not the accounts for the last
year, they are not as good as I should like
them to he, and I am af raid they will show a
serious loss. The brickworks have done a
trade of £86,000. When first I took them in
hand they were in debt £7,000. We have
paid that off, and do not owe anybody any-
thing. In addition, we have £2,500 in the
bank and we have paid £37,000 in wages.
The State quarry has done a trade of £757000
and has paid £458,000 in wages. We have
never tried to render this a profit-making
concern, but have reduced our price according
to the profits. I mention these things be-
cause it seems to me the question of trading
concerns has come to a point where it will
have to be focussed and finally dealt with.
Individuals and private firms in similar trades
have been complaining year after year that
their trade has been seriously interfered with
and their capital depleted because they can-
not get the business which the trading con-
cerns are doing. I have given these results
in order that the House may see for itself
that there is in that contention of the outside
traders a considerable amount of reason. If
the three million ponnds worth of work which
the sawmills have done had been distributed
amongst other sawmills they would- have had
a much busier time. On the other hand, not-
withstanding what may have been said as to
the prices at which the State Sawmills are
selling timber, it may properly be asked
whether the State sawmills have not kept
down the prices. In respect of sleepers for
export, only a few months ago prices wore
being obtained equivalent to £ll10.ls. per
load f.o.b. Bunbury. To-day those sleepers
can be purchased at from £6 108. to £6. If
the same phenomenal rise had taken -place in
regard to supplies reqnired for domestic. pur-
poses, the price would have soared far above
what is now being paid. I speak of the trade
of the State Implement Works because the
engineers of Perth and Fremantle have de-
clared unhesitatingly that their businesses
have been ruined by the operation of those
works, By the same token, brickmakers say
that one or more big brickworks have been
closed down because of the operation of the
State brickworks. I am making these bald
statements without any attempt at padding,
so that bon. members may get these things
into their heads and be able to doe with the
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subject when it comes up, as it must come up
hefore very long. There has been a strong
agitation for the abolition of the trading
concerns. That agitation is still going on.
I should have had considerably more respect
for those behind it if, instead of resorting to
abuse and nmisrepresentatioa of those carry-
lug onl the trading concerns, they had ad-
dressed themselves to solid argument and let
the people judge. A~t the instance of the
Chamber of Manufactures, which I estalb-
lished 25 years ago, there have been dissemn-
inated through the country statenments palp-
ably untrue, and which have been a disgrace
to their anonymous authors. T told the Chamn-
ber of Manufactures that their ease is suf-
ficiently strong, if only they would put it
temperately before the people. If those gen-
tlemen want to know %%hat they ought to do,
I will tell them: They have plenty of friends
im the Rouse. Let them get some member to
move a motion that the House directs the
Government to get rid of the State Trading
Concerns, and then let the question be fought
out clearly onl the floor of the House.

Mr. Angelo: You promised to do it as soon
as you got a chance.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TBut you Northern
members do not want the State steamers sold'1

Mr. Angelo: That is not a trading con-
nern; it is a public utility.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let those
opposed to the State Trading Concerns have
the courage of their convictions, and move a-
motion so that the question can be debated on
the floor of the House, instead of supporting
this continued campaign of misrepresentation
reflecting upon my officers, who are doing their
work honestly an~d well, and for a miserable
pittance as compared with what they could
obtain in a private concern.

Mr. flurack: What do you think about it?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not

surprised at the interjection of the hon. mem-
ber, for he belongs to the Primary Producers'
Association, late the Country Party, whose
new title has been adopted to provide a drag
net and bring in everybody. Since the chanige,
of nsame there has been ini the Country Party
.a marked change of spirit towards the State
Trading Concerns. For over two years I have
sought to be relieved of my position as Min-
ister for State Trading Concerns. When the
late Ron. Frank Wilson became Premier, I
undertook the task of thoroughly investigat-
ing the State Trading Concerns and putting
them on a proper footing soa as to prepare
them for sale. I still have those sale doesu-
meats which I prepared, and I still have the
trading concerns. I felt then as I feel now,
that those concerns should never have been
started; but since they were given to me as
Minister and trustee, T would hare been a
mean creature and a traitor if, with the co-
operation of my officers, T had not done the
best I could to mnake of them a success, if only
for one reason, namely, that when we came to
sell them we would get for them a better
price.-

lion. W. C. Angwin: They do not want
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am con-
vinced that it is not a job for a Minister. It
is a position which should be fied by a
Conmmissioner entirely free from political in-
lluence, and able to give tlhe whole of his
time and ability to the study of what is neces-
sary to run those concerns. It is because I
have held that view that I sought to be re-
lieved of my position. I still hope to be re-
lieved before very long.

Hon. W. C. Anigwin: Yes, there is going
to he a change of Government.

The .MINISTER FOR WORKS: I certainly
hope there will be a change of Minister for
State Trading Concerns. No\ hustiness can
succeed unless there is a continuity of policy.
Those trading concerns cannot succeed unless
those who are the final authority in connection
with them are able to keep on with one thread
running right through the business. You canl-
not get inl a Minister of the Crown all that is
necessary to make the trading concerns as
prosperous as they ought to be. They must
he taken away from Ministerial control, and
placed tinder a Commissioner, just as are the
railways. Again, there is the question of the
State Saw-mills at Carlisle. W~hen we bought
out the timber hewvers, their trade was £2,000
monthly. Last '-ear we did there nearly
£80,000 wvorth of trade, and about £20,000
worth that went direct from the mills to
their customers. That trade could not
have been, done unless the yard was filling a
want. We have to sell galvanised iron,
and we manufacture doors and sashes. Be-
cause of that we have every merchant and
manufacturer in the place up against us. Now
T want to say a word about the-Primary Pro-
ducers' Association. Before they held their
meeting, we had a road boards' conference.
Trn addressing tbat conference I told those
present that T considered the rights and
privileges of the people were being insidiously
attacked and white-anted. I told them they did
not fully value those rights and privileges, he-
cause they had not had to fight for them. I
made it clear that an insidious attempt was
being made to bring mnemblers of Parliament
to heel, to order them about and tell them
what they had to do, to fetch them up to the
mark to explnin their conduct.

Hon. P. Collier: To put them, in the dock,
so to speak.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. It
is only a few weeks since a friend
of mine was invited to toe the mark because
be supported on the platform a 'personal
friend who was standing for election. He
took a proper stand, as did some of the gen-
tlemen who were at the conference the otter
day. T believe there were some members at
that party who were not in accord. Tf the
report of some of the speeches, which hasl
fallen into am hands, is to be believed-I
cannot guarantee it-some of the members On
the cross benches should not continue to sup-
port the Government for one mnute longer.
Thoy .old not sit among the Labour Party
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because the Labour Party would not have
them. They still sit on these benches as if
they were the friends and supporters of the
Government, when they know perfectly well
that they exposed to the conference their
views as to how bad the present Government
are. Other member;, including the Leader
of the Country Party, stood up for the Go-
vernment. Let inc shake hands with them
and congratulate them. The Leader of the
Country Party took the stand which I would
expect -him to .take.

M.Nr. Harrison: You are making such sweep-
ing statements.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He prac-
tically told the conference to mind their own
businesq, and to let members of Parliamcntre-
member that their duty belonged to the State
and to their constituents.

'Mr. Pickering: I thonght that meeting was
in camera.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I could
show the hion. gentleman the report of his
speech. If he likes, I will read it.

Mr. Pickering: I would be delighted. Read
it if you can.

The Minister for 'Mines:, He could rei~d it;
he has a copy of it.

Mr. Pickering: I defy him to read it.
Ron,. W. C. Aagwvin: Ie defies you to read

it.
The MINISTER FOR3 WORKS: I have

only a few words more to say.
Hon. P. Collier: Lay the hion. member's

speech on the Table.
THE MINISTER FORl WORKS: All I

wish to add noiv relates to the mission of the
Premier. The Premier has been my friend
for many years. I believe in his optimism.
When I think he tries to go a bit too far, I
endeavour to draw the reins of reason and
check the exuberance of his enthusiasm, as
hep in turn dloes with me. If there is one
man in this State who can carry out this
immigration scheme, it is the Premier, and I
hope and pray that I may be allowed to exist
-whether in his Ministry or not-to see it
carried ont and tn see all the ridicule which
some people would heap upon him. cast on
one side. I remember when he was ridiculed
about his wheat-scheme settlement. He was
called "M1oo-cow Mfitchell" and God
knows what else, but he proved to
be right. He will go on with this
immigration scheme and prove to be right
here also. As the member for Subinco (Mr.
Richardson) said in very good Words, it re-
quires the co-operation of everyone. No matter
on which side we might sit, no matter what
our political opinions might be, we should all
do our little bit to help the scheme along.
Western Australia is our country, the country
in which we live and hope to live for years
to come, and are we to be so poor in spirit
or so lacking in loyalty to the country which
has given us such a good time for years
past that we should now pimp and pine
and earpingly criticise? I have more faith
in members than to believe this will

occur. We have been up against things for
eight years owing to thle war. We are up
against things now owing to the aftermath of
war, but we can pull through. There has never
been a dark situation in the life of any man,
vuho if he stood straight up, fore front to the
winds and facedl it, has not come through.
West Australians, whether born here 'or
whether they have come here, must he true to
their country and to themselves, and if they
are we shall see the fruition of this glorious
sclmcme-thc Preumier does not mind who gets
the credit for it-and our State envied
throughout the world.

Mr. PICKEING (Sussex) [9.5): 1 re-
gret that it has remained for the Minister for
Works to cast discr-edit on the group settle-
nment scheme as enunciated by the Premier. 1
have sat during the d1ebate and purposely de-
ferred my speech that I might hear the views
of other members, and there has mot heen ex-
pressed one view which would cast any dis-
credit on the schemes enunciated by the Pre-
mier. I w6uld go further and say I have yet
to learn that any miember of this House or
of another place has done so. It is true some
doubt has beea expressed regardiug the
amount of mnoney necessary to carry out the
scheme n(, further, regarding the mianner in
which such money is to be expended. The
sum which we are informed by the Premier
is involved in the scheme of settlement is six
millions. We have heen told by the Premier
of the .%ay in which Ihe interest is to be paid
on that sum. One of the great featnres, the
Premier explained, is that the per capita re-
turn of 25s. per head from the Commonwealth
will relieve this State of practically all in-
terest or the first five years. It is quite fresh
in memory that tho question of the States con-
tinuing to get this 2-5s. per head grant is re-
ceiving serious consideration from. the Federal
Government, and it may . happen that this
amount will he considerably reduced at any
time. Several questions were put by the
Leader of the Opjposition and other members
regarding this six millions of money and the
way in which it is to be expended. The
Speech states-

The money so raised will be employed in
the following directions:-(1) To strengthen
the funds of the Agaricultural flank in order
that improvements-chiefly in the direction
of clearing, fencing and dam sinking-may
be put in hand by existing holders to enable
them to double the present production of5
wheat and to largely increase the stock-
carrying cnpat~ity of their farms; (2) To
provide for the housing of People in coun-
try towns and districts; (3) To settle 6,000
additional people on the land chieifly in the
Soulth-West portion of the State, to bring
their holdings to a productive stage by
clearing, drainage, fencing and housing, and
to provide railways, roads, and other facili-
ties to enable them to market their pro-
duct&.

V2 I
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I venture to say that six millions will not fill
the bill as set forth in that statement We
have had given to us evidence regarding the
cost of developing individual holdings, and 1
think a statement was made by a responsible
Minister that the sum required for stocking
and providing the necessary sheds, imple-
ments, etc., will alone mean something in the
neighbourhood of £700. This does not
take into consideration the expense of fenc-
ing, clearing, water supply and drainage. 1
have had considerable experience of settle-
ineat work in the South-West; 1, myself, have
been through the mill, and I am quite satis-
fled that when the Premier said the cost wnas
not to exceed in any case £1,000, he approxi-
inated the amount that every one of those
holdings will cost before it can be brought to
a state of fruition. Now we are told that
6,000 settlers are to he placed in the South-
West. The 8,000 settlers on that basis will
involve the expenditure of the whole of the
£E6,000,000. If we take 6,000 settlers as being
the number to be placed on the land and
allow an average of five in a family, that will
account for 30,000 people. The number for
Sobiaco (Mr. Richardson) was not quite so
generous in that he estimated the number at
25,000. It is set forth in the Speech that
25,000 immigrants are to be brought into the
State each year. I take it the Premier in-
tended the House to believe that these 25,000
immigrants are to go on the land. If this is
not so, I think I am right in saying that this
is what the House understands and desires.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. P. Collier: Either as settlers or farm
workers.

Air. PICKflRING: Yes I understand that
this aum of six millions is dependent upon the
number of people we absorb in this State.
Therefore, if we do not absorb the 75,000,
we shall not get the six millions or the assist-
ance we expect in the way of reduction of in-
terest. If we place 6,000 families during the
period over which the loan operates, namely,
five years, we Shall do very well indeed, hut
it must be borne in mind that there is a
further difficulty in that the settlers must
have 12 months' experience before they
go on the land. How does the Premier
propose to give the 6,000 settlers 12
months' experience before they go on the
land? How is he going to deal with the
extra 45,000 people who have to be absorbed
under this scheme? I wvish it to be clearly
understood at the outset that I Am quite inI
favour of this immigration policy, and as
certain remarks have been made regarding
me, I wish to go back and read a short pas-
sage from the report of the Farmers and
Settlers' Association of 1915 as evidence that
I am entirely in accord with the policy enun-
ciated by the Premier. I said:-

There hss heen EL great effort to settle
the Seuth-West district, and it has not sue-

ceeded. It is quite impossible to dairy on
unimproved lands iii the South-West. The
only policy is closer settlement. I will read
youl Section 90b of the Land Act of 1898.
Our branch had the following motion on
the agenda paper: ''That this conference
affirms the principle of improved farms be-
fore settlement in group areas in the South-
W%%est division, and that it declares its
policy to be the giving practical effect to
the conditions contained wvithin clause 90a
or 90b of the Land Xet, and any other
clauses appertain ing thereto, by providiag
sufficient loan funds on a long dated prin-
viple.'' We want closer settlement in that
district. I hope you n-ill not view this
'matter from a narrow standpoint, but
when you turn to the South-West you n-ill
see that every possible assistance be ex-
tended by this party, which should have
the boldest policy possible.

Those are the facts. I claim that the nucleus
of this group settlement is to be found in
the Land Act of 1898. The credit of giving
effect to it lies with the M1itchell Govern-
ment, but this scheme has been considered and
advocated by other members of the com-
munity. The member for Kanowna, (Hon. T.
Walker) the other day laid claim to having
given an impetus in this direction.

-Mr. Teesdale: The Premier does not care
who gets the credit. Why repeat it?

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for Agri-
culture was associated with two other gentle-
men and myself on a committee to frame a
[and policy for the Country Party. The re-
sult of that consultation was the adoption
of group settlement on improvea farms for
the South-West. I have said this because I
want it to he understood I am at one with
the Premier in desiring to give effect to this
immigration policy, and that I have no desire,
as suggested by the member for Roebourne,
to take any credit from the-Premier.

Hon. P. Collier: The pages of "Ilansard"
for the past eight or ten years have been
filled with proposals for group settlement on
similar lines.

Mr. PICKERING: Since I have been in
thiis House the question has been frequently
discussed, and it has been pointed out this is
the only way to settle the South-West. What
concerns me is that members should have a
clear understanding as to the lines upon which
this settlement is to take place. Up to this
moment wve have had no definite scheme
placed before us. My experience of these
group settlements is that the settlers upon
them rio not know to what they are coni-
mitted.

.Mr. J. HT. Smith: You people assisted to
frame the scheme.

Mr. PICKERING: We have the broad out-
lines of the policy, but we want to know the
details. It is essential for the success of this
huge movement that we should know them.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Why are you criticising
your own side?

Mr. PICKERING: The ban. member
should be on this side of the House, not on
the side oin whieh he is sitting. His criticism
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has been levelled mjore at the side upon which
he is sitting than upon this side of the House.

Mr. J, H. Smith:- You should be on this
side. You arc always criticising your own
people.

'Mr. PICKERING: My criticism is directed
towards finding a satisfactory solution of the
difficulties which may arise in connection with
this scheme.

Hon. P. Collier: I enm sure it is very help-
f ul.

Mr. PICKERING: And it should be ac-
ceptable. When I have to criticise the Gov-
ermnent on certain lines I do not hesitate
to do so. My criticism is of a friendly nature,
and I hopt; constructive, and is not wade with
a view to putting difficulties in the way of
the Government. So far as I kiiow the tem-
per of the Country Party, it is at one with
the Government in supporting this settle-
ment scheme. It is evident from the attitude
of the member for Nelson that one should
hesitate to criticise the Government, even
though the intention of that criticism is to
help them along. 'We should be furnished
with details of this scheme. If it is shown
that the money which has been set aside is
inadequate, and that more is required, it is
only right that the Government should take
a sympathetic House into its eoidenee and
Fhow how much money is involved. In ad-
dition to a charge of something like £1,000
f or the establishment of each of these. farms,
and placing them upon a payable basis, a sum
of £2,000,000 is to be allocated from the
£6,000,000 for agricultural development, clear-
ing, etc. There is. also set aside-a separate
stun for country homes, each of which will,
I understand, cost at least £250. It is con-
templated] that 1,000 homes of this nature
will be built, and this will involve a sum of
£E250,000. There is also the important ques-
tion of road construction. Knowing the
South-West as I do I say tbat one of the
greatest difficulties which confronts settle-
nment there is that of road construction. The
member for Bunbury (Mr. 'Money) has
fought this question on many occasions in
this Chamber, and shown to the Government
the necessity for good roads.

Mr. Machalum Smith: You cannot make
good roads without money.

Mr. PICKERING: A considerable sum will
be required to provide the necessary road
conveniences for new setflers. These people
are scattered all over the country. Knowing
the South-West as well as I do, members may
take my assurance that the sum involved in
placing the roads in such a condition that
successful development may go on, is consid-
erable. Some of these settlers are already in
dire distress in consequence of the had state
of the roads over which they have to be sup-
plied. Consequent upon a breakdown of the
motor traffi connected with the Department
for group settlement, considerably enhanced
prices have had to be paid for the conlveyance
of supplies to the different groups by means
of private motor transport. Those groups
which have their motor transport intact are
being charged prices, which I understand re-

present a loss to the Government, bout we can-
not expect private individuals to work at a
loss. The problem of settlement in the South
WNest bristles with difficulties, and calls for the
exercise of the greatest amount of adminis-
trative capacity. The most careful bookkedip-
ig and the best sysfem of accounts must be
adopted so that all the charges -against the
different groups can be carefully audited and
stated. Under the system that is being
worked to-day, that of inexperienced labour
under experienced foremen, a great deal of ex-
pense will be incurred which will not; he in-
curred when all the men concerned are experi-
enced- It is also important that a careful
note should be taken. of all the work that is
done upon these groups, otherwise when the
time comes to debit uip the costs against var-
ious groups trouble will ensue. The number
of people involved in this scee is large, and
the development works required are tremen-
dous. Many subsidiary works are. also em-
braced in the undertaking, such as railway ex-
tensions nd the like. I do not know whether
railway extensions to serve these greup areas
are taken into account in the £6,000,000, or
whether a separate loan will he raised to cover
the cost. I understand from the Speech that
the cost of railways in order to supply these
groups with conveniences will be debited
against the £6,000,000. After going carefully
into the question of the extent to which the
country is cornuitted in the direction of new
railways, I find that the sum involved is about
£1,000,000. 'When we consider the further
coummitments consequent upon the contem-
plated development of the karri country,
which would niecessitate the building of a line
from Pemberton to Den mark, and another
from Lake Grace to Newdegate, we find that
another half millionj pounds will be required.
Then there is the question of drainage to be
tuben into consideration. Without effective
drainage any attempt at settling the South-
West will he disastrous. The question has so
often been stressed in this Chamber, that it
would be invidious on my part to go into de-
tails. It the draining of the South-West is
not placed upon a national basis, and is not
made effective, it were better to have none at
all. Other subsidiary services must be given
to the areas that are to he served 'by the
drainage scheme. We shall have to see that
the people are given postal, telegraph, money
order, and other conveniences of the kind.

Mr. 'Machalum Smith: That is a question
for the Federal Government.

Mr. PICKERING:. They are some of the
conveniences which we shall have to see are
provided for the settlers. Some increased ex-
penditure will be required in the way of medi-
cal attention. Extra allowances and greater
provision will have to be found by the medi-
cal department. Country doctors who have
keen getting small allowances to attend to a
small section of the community, cannot be ex-
pected to go on working for a. population
three times as great, and scattered over a.
wide area, for the same money. The question
of bush nursing will also have to be gone into

.so that proper conveniences may be given. for
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safeguarding the health of the people. Then
there is the question of education.

Mr. Teesdale- 'rhe Premnier will get the
wind uip if you go on in this way.

Mr. P[rCKERING:. If the hon. miember
giives the same consideration and attention to
the development of this immigration scheme
as he has done to the Comto tramway, his ser-
rices will not be of much value. it would be
interesting for members to have the details of
the expenditure proposed up to dlate, and of
what it is intended to do in the future. As
chairman of the E'orcstry Commission I de-
sired to know what it would cost to clear this
karri country. I wished to know whether the
land was worth the money required to be
-pent in clearing.

Mr. Wilicock: Many extraordinary st-ate-
meats have been madle about that.

The -Minister for Agriculture: They will
ill be cleared uip by the Forestry Conmnissioa.

'Mr. PICKIERING:- It is not part of the
duty of the Forestry Commission to clear
land.

The 'Minister for Works: It is to clear the
cash, not the land.

M.\r. PICKERING:- The policy of the Coin-
mission is to see that the forests of this coun-
try are made an enduring asset. We wanted
tc know what area was to be cleared. I had
a copy taken of the agreement which one of
the group settlers had signed. This agree-
nment stated that five acres were to be thor-
onghly cleared and 20 partially cleared. In
the course of my visits to the group areas I
Raw~ groups N os. 3 and 4. Those groups had
ladl 25 acres thoroughly cleared, andi I took a
photograph in which may be discerned a re-
cently sown crop. There is ilo doubt that on
these groups the full area. has been thoroughly
cleared. The member for Perth and the inem-
her for Forrest were with me and asked mec to
taike this photo. 'We then visited groups Nos.
0 and 7. Upon No. 6 five acres were being
thoroughly cleared, but on the adjoining
grouip, which was separated only by the road,
five acres were being partially cleared. The
position is very peculiar, and calls for some
explanation.

'Mr, Machalui Smith: How do you ac-
count for it?

Mfr. PICKERING: In this way, that no
accounts are being kept of the cost of clear-
ing, and that as those engaged in the clearing
have proceeded with the work they hare be-
gun to wake up to the fact that it was costing
a great dleal muore than estimated. I have
done a good deal of clearing myself. Some
of it has cost me as much as £25 per acre.

Mr. Willeock: What do you say is the
average cost?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not believe in
comnplete clearing in the South-West. In my
opinion, the policy there should be to clear
partly. The few biq- trees left can make very
little difference. The policy being pnrsned
is to treat different groups on different lines,
and hence much discontent has been created.
It would he far better if the Government laid
Anown n set line of policy, so that the group
settlers would know exactly where they stood.-

Another aspect which appeals to me is that of
housing. At the first groups which I1 visited,
Nos. 15 and 1.6, a great (deal of discontenit
existed by reason of the type of house being
put up as temporary accommodation. The
houses are really just framework and sheets
of iron. They would be probably Sft. or 9ft.
high, down to 6ft. at the back. They are not
by naly means large. There was no flooring
ia the houses I saw; jest a sheet of iron be-
tween the Inhabitants and the weather. I
admit that they were tempotnry houses.

The 'Minister for Ag"riculture: The3 - are
tenlts.

M1 fr. PC'KrRING: The Miinister may call
them what he likes, but they hare to be used
as habitations for probably 12 months. There
wvas no definite plan for the formative work
upon them. The settlers put up anything
they liked as they liked and where they liked.
Tme consequence was that the sanitary con-
venience of one house was at the front door
of another.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: That is abso-
lutoly wronge.

Mr. PICEPRING: I can bring evidence
to prove that what I say is right. it is quite
possible, in laying out these temporary en-
campuients, to make due provision for a pro-
1-er sanitary system.

The Minister for Agriculture: Skilled
architects would have to be employed.

Mr. PICKERING: It does not require a
skilled architect to draw up a plan for a
temporary house aecording to the size of the
family to occupy the house. But certainly
sonie system is needed to obviate the sanitary
convenience of one house being at the front
door of the next.

The -Minister for Agriculture: That is a
wrong statement.

'Mr. PICKERING: I hope the 'Minister
will disprove it. As to the permanent hous-
ing, I had an opportunity of seeing at No. 4
group the type of house being put up as a
lasting domicile. The house is constructed
of green timber fresh from the mill, and the
consequence is that there will be spaces be-
tween each couiple of boards. Green jarrah
shrinks excessively. Unless sonic provision is
made for a supply of extra timber with each
house sn that the gaps can be closed, there
ill be trouble in that direction.

The Mfinister for Works: But green floor-
ing boards have not been used. surely?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. The timber has
been cut on the site, and put into the houses.
That was at Ne. 4 group. T wish to suggest
for the favourable consideration of the Min-
ister that the form of building which has
been adopted at the Fairhridge Farm School
could with advantage be adopted on some of
these settlements. At the Fairbridge Farm
School the building has been done on a simple
and inexpensive system, and I believe that
system is adapted to group settlements. It
is a system which enables permanent homes,
cool in the summer and warm in the winter,
to be provided at a minimum cost.

The Minister for Agriculture:- It would
run away with a let of money.
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Mr. PICKERING : According to the
figures given me by Mr. Fairbridge, and bear.
lag in mind the size of the buildings put up,
I thought the system w-as remarkably cheap;
and I have had some experience of the cost of
building. The member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith) drew attention to a very important
feature of the movement, namely the question
of stocking. A debt of gratitude is due from
this House to the hon. member for pointing
out the immnediate urgency of obtaining stock
for these settlers. It is evident that dairying
is one of the factors by which the settlers
may hope to mnake good. At a later stage I
propose to deal with the question of the vari-
ous industries which they should be encour-
aged to take up, but undoubtedly there is
urgent need for immediate steps by the Gov-
ernient to supply cattle for dairying pur-
poses. No better scheme, in my opinion, could
be evolved than that of starting to breed up
for the purpose in this State.

Mr. Harrison: That is not a new sugges-
tion.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not claim origin-
ality for these suggestions; but they are ur-
gent and pressing, and should be borne in on
the Government. Next I wish to draw atten-
tion to the statement in the Governor's Speech
regarding the cost of settling repatriated
soldiers-

The commitments to the end of June in
connection with soldier settlement amounted
to £E5,181,629, including fA,42-5,153 Agricul-
tural Bank approvals for improvesnents,
and £756,476 for purchase of estates, drain-
age, clearing, etc. The latter amount cov-
ers the cost of preparation for large num-
hers of men not yet settled, e.g. Peel Es-
tate, Herdsman's Lake, etc. The average
commitment per soldier is £,1,126.

It is well that members should bear in mind
those figures when I assure them, that I be-
lieve the amount required for individual set-
tlers will be in the neiglibouihoodl of £1,000.

Mr. MaeCallusa Smith: Settlers used to
go on the land with one thousand peace.

Mr. PICKERING: Y&s; but we could not
to-day indue2 people to settle on the land
with one thousand pence; people have got
so imbued with the idea of obtaining help
that they would never take on the old pro-
position.

Hons. TV. C. Angwin: Some men started with
sixpence.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes; but the idea is
that these people in the course of two or
three years will be getting money from their
holdings. Very few men who started on the
land with sixpenee, or with one thousand
pence, were able to get any money off their
holdings in a few years. Some of the settlers
in my district took 20 years to get around
the corner. Men who started in the South-
West without capital had a Herculean task.
the accomplishment of which is a great credit
to them. -

Mfr. Simons: How are the Spaniards get-
ting on?--

Mr. PICKERING: The Spanish settlers are
of a very different type from any other set-
tlers I know in Western Australia.

Mr. Simons: Are they desirable?
Mr. PICKERING: Very desirable. Let it

not be thought that I cast any reflection
whatever on them. I have nothing to say
about them but what is to their credit. How-
ever, they work (lay and night, in a way we
Australians are not disp~osed to do. One
matter to be constantly borne in mind by the
Minister for group settlement is the desira-
bility of close attention to the lay-out of the
different farms. Most of these settlers being
without practical C: pericuce, they, cannot ap-
preciate the imiportance and necessity of a
good lay-out for future management. I would
not advocate that any work should be dlone
at present on these group settlements which is
likely to lead to over-capitalisation of the
holdings. As little fencing as possible should
bc done just now, because I have great hopes,
as I think most people have, that the cost of
fencing material will decrease considerably
in the course of the next year or so. A point
of great interest is the allocation of blocks.
I understand that there is a system of draw-
ing for blocks. What I want to know is
whether the services of settlers who are suc-
cessful in dranving for blocks as they become
available will be discontinued then for
the general benefit of the group. Every
care should be taken to ensure that all con-
tribute to the one end before the blocks are
divided uip. Otherwise the settlers who are
left to the end will have but a small chance
of getting their blocks within a reasonable
time or at a reasonable price. Time is such
a big factor in the South-West that delay in
the latter stage makes it vcry difficult for
the settler concerned to keep up to the others.
The Premier stated the average cost of settl-
ing 8,000 nien under the Agricultural Bank
was £:350. But that cannot be taken, as an
indication of the cost of settlement to-day.
When the Agricultural Bank first started, the
advances were made on a very different scale
from that now obtaining. Advances were
then limited to 50 per cent, of the value
placed upon improvements by the Agricul-
tural Bank. To-day the advance is the full
value of the improvement effected. There-
fore we masy be sure that the cost of £350
mentioned in the Governor's Spe-eh elves no
real idea of what must be the present cost.

Hon. W. C. Angwin± Those were mostly
cases of settlement in the wheat areas.

-Mr. PICKERING: Yes. Very little as-
sistance indeed has been given in the South-
West. I am very much concerned as to what
is Cabinet's idea of giving the group set-
tlers 12 months' experience. It is A vital
thing calling for decision. Do the Govern-
mnent intend to let the settlers gain that ex-
perience in developing their own holdings?
Or is the intention to let them gain their
experience at the hands of other farmers?
The question is a very pertinent one for
Parliament and for the Government in iT-

spect of the 6,000 settlers and the remaining
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persons whom it will take to make up the
75,000 people to be settled in that direction.
The wages paid to the new immigrants .must
be taken into consideration. Is it expected
that the farming community of Western Aus-
tralia are to accept the sole responsibility of
educating the immigrants in the farming
business, at a wvage to be fixed by the Trades
Hallf

Mr. Macalm Smith: That is what they
w-ant to-day.

Mr. PICKERING: That position has to be
faced. If we are to throw upon the farming
community the onus of receiving and Macat-
ing the immigrants we must finance the
farmers or else provide that the immigrants
shall receive a wage the farmers can afford
to pay. It must be remembered that it is
impossible to fix any definite sum as the cost
of clearing i the South-West. In the wheat
areas we hare got to that stage where we
can say that the clearing costs are fromt £1
to 30s. per acre. In the South-West, the cost
varies and differs on every holding. It can-
not be said that any one block is indicative
of what another block will cost to clear. An-
other serious question that crops up is the
allocation of the costs throughout these areas.
Some farms will cost less than others to clear,
Are we going to take the one cost and divide
it over the whole of the farmis within the area
affected or are we to debit each farmer with
the cost of the clearing on his own farm?
Before leaving the question of group settle-
meat, there is another phase of importance
I wish to deal with. I 'refer to the susten-
ance allowance given to the settlers. The
member for Perth (Mr. 'Mann) said that he
had been struck by the contentment displayed
by the settlers with whom he had come in
contact. When I started farming ia the
South-West, I did not receive any sustenance
allowance. I had to find everything myself
and I can quite understand that while these
people get 10s. a day, which payment wvill
probaby have to be increased, they should feel
more content than the man who is up against
it all the time. How long do the Govern meat
contemplate continuing the payment of the
sustenance allowance of 10s. per day.

Mr. Machumar Smith: As long as the
money lasts.

Mr. PICKERING: 'Not as long as it is
needed. I consider the Government will have
to continue it until such time as the settlers'
holdings are improved sufficiently to enable
them to- make a livelihood and to produce
enough to keep their families.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are ap-
plying the provisions of the Agricultural
Dank Act to the South-West and Yet you
seem to complain as soon as we do it.

Mr. PTCKERING: I am not protesting. T
want them to be extended to the 'South-West,
hut T want the Government to realise that
they cannot give Sustenance allowance for 12
months only, and say that is the end of it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Can YOU pos-
sibly imagine it is intended to be so?

Mr. PICKERING: No. It should be ob-
vious that no farmer will seek to get susten-
ance allowances from the Govern~ment for any
longer than is absolutely necessary, because
the receipt of such payments merely piles up
debits against his holding. I do not think
any farner wishes the payments to be con-
tinued for any longer period than he can
help. As to secondary industries, we had a
very interesting address from the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lamnbert) on that question. I
wvas impressed by Aze earnestness he displayed
on that occasion, but I have a different point
of view which I venture to thrust upon this
Chamber. In 1919-1920, primary production
was responsible for 223 millions out of the
298 ]nillions of the revenue of the Common-
wealth. The member for Coolgardie lost eight
of the fact that we have a highly prohihitive
tariff in Australia.

Mr. Davies: A protective tariff.
Mr. PICKERING: I regard it as a pro-

hibitive tariff. That tariff should be sufficient
to foster any secondary industry. What as-
* sistanee under ny tariff have primary in-
dustries received? Nothing? What is the
position of those industries to-day? The prim-
ary industries can hold their own against any
other industry and they hold their own in
spite of the highly -protective tariff which has
been a serious handicap to those industries.

Mr. Carter: Don't you think the war has
been a factor, too?

Mr. PICKEING: I am not dealing with
the war aspect; I am dealing with things as
they are. There are some things that bene-
fited owing to the conditions during the
war. Wheat and wool benefited. The hon.
member should know that.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: And butter, ton.
Mr. Canter: And the war left nther coun-

tries in a. crippled condition.
Mr. PICKERING: Some primary indus-

tries have been crippled by the protective
tariff, and, in almost every instance, the tariff
hits the primary industries to leg. A great
deal of the lack of development in connection
with our goldfields would be remnoved if the
iniquitous tariff pressing on that industry
could be shifted.

The Minister for Agriculture: We cannot
deal with that matter.

Mr. PICKERING: The primary producers,
in addition to having to contend with that
iniquitous tariff, are asked to carry a further*
burden in connection with the development of
secondary industries, because if further money
has to be found for the development of thoem
industries, the primary industrial section Will
have to find it.

M r. Willeock: That is not so.
MNr. PICKERING: I coutend it is so.
Mr. Willcock: Why, your people will not

pay their railway freights!
Mr. PICKERING: Hon. members have not

studied the tariff and, therefore, they do not
know how it hits them. I will deal with the
tariff later on. What secondary industries
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have been established in Western Australia
without assistance from the Government?

Ron. M'. F. Troy: What about a Royal
Commission to deal with the tariff 1

Mr. PICKERING: The secondary indus-
tries established without Government assist-
ance include the cement works-

'Mr. Willeock: How can you say that when
there was that item of £70,000 for the rail-

Mr. PICKERING: They include the par-
celniti works, the 'Hume Pipe Works, Millers'
Timber and Trading Company, Whittaker 's
and some others.

Hon. M. F. Troy : The Minerall Sponge
Company?

Mr. PICKERING: In addition there are
Wunderlich's with their excellent tiles, the
Paint Works, and sio on. Al] these industries
have beea. established without Government as-
sistance, and I contend that the State should
not exercise itself to get secondary industries
established while the primary industries are
of such advantage to the State.

Mfr. Simons: Cannot we have both?
Mr. PICKERING: The tendency of sec-

ondary industries is to draw people into
centres of population.

Mr. Carter: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. PICKERING:- It is a crying evil to-

day that a large proportion of the population
of every State is drawn to the capital cities.

Mr. Simoas: What do yon propose to do
wi th our hays and girlsi

Mfr. PICKERING,:PFor these reasonis, I
contend that we should not foster secondary
industries at the expense of our primary in-
dustries. The secondary induistries I have
mentioned have been established on a sound
foeting without any such assistance from the
Goyernment. If the Government were content
to establish and develop primary industries,
all the secondary industries required will fol-
low in the trail of success.

Mr. Carter: You talk as if we couild com-
pete with other countries!

Mr. PICKERING: Then, what is the use
of developing secondary industries whicht in
a very short time will overcome the denlands
of the State?

'Mr. Carter: Is it not better to send our
wheat away in the form of foodstuffs-

M.fr. PICKERING: That is a primary in-
dustry, not a secondary industry. The Leatder
of the Country Party ventured to make a
few remarks in this connection but the
Speaker called him to order.

lRon. M. F. T[roy: Hear, hear! Quite right.
.1r. 'PICKERING: Why? It is a Federal

umatter which has particular reference to this
State.

Hion. 34. F. Tray:- You are only flying
kites.

Mir. PICKERING: I am mot doing any
such thing. I intend to say a few words on
the subject. In a previous speech I made
in this Chamber I put the position in such a
way that no hon. member was game to reply

to me. I can prove that by quoting " Han-
sard."

Mr. Carter: You must have spoken late in.
the evening.

Mr. PICKERING: Nothing of the sort.
The hon. member was not in the House at
the time and he does not know anything about
it. I spoke'when introducing a motion.
I desired to buy a pair of boots the other
day. I went to different shops trying to get
the best I could. I was astounded at the
fearful price I was asked to pay for Austra-
lian boots. I found they were charging £2
for thenm.

Hon. -M. IF. Troy: You are too particular.
Mr. PICKERING! I like the best. Seeing

that the price was so high I asked if they
had not a cheaper line such as Bostock's or
White's. I was told that they could not
import those hoots nowadays.

Hon. 3f. F. Troy: They saw you comning.
Mr. PICKERING: That is the position

which has arisen. Under existing conditions,
we cannot import boots and we are not go-
ing to encourage the sale of locally manu-
factured boots if the price is such that it is
unfair to the consumer. If that applies to
boots, will. it not apply to dtber industries
as welt?

Mr. Sinmons: Wh1ere should we get our
boots from?

Mr. PICIKERING: Fromt Australia, but at
at fair price. The consumer is not getting
any bentefit from the tariff, but, on the other
hand, the manufacturers are receiving the
benefit and thle people in turn are exploited
by them. The outcome of this will he that
the prohibitive tariff will accentuate the posi-
tion so that we will not receive revenue from
the tariff. That will be a serious thing for
Australia, and it will mean that revenue will
only be obtained by direct taxation. The
people will be in the position of paying a
prohibitive price for articles and will be
taxed beyond their means. That is not sound
finance, and anyone who knows the rudiments
of political economy is aware that we cannot
support two taxes of that description. This
hits the primary producer again because if
we have no goods coming into Australia, he
will have to pay double freights when he
sends his goods away. Ships wilt have
to come here in ballast and the freight
carried away will have to bear double
charges. The position will he such that we
shall not be able to export wheat, nor will
it be possible to tra le overseas the primar~y
products of this country.

Hon. V. C. Angwin: I hope you are not
putting tip an excuse for a voluntary wheat
pool-

Mr. PICKBRING: I am not doing so.
When that question crops up, I will be pre-
pared to put up a fight for it just as I am
prepa red to-day to ifight in order to put down
this iniquitous tariff.

Rion. X1. F. T[roy: You should stand for the
Federal Parliament.

M.%r. PICKERING: If I did so and T wvas
elected, it would probably he better for this
country than to be represented by some
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of the men we have in Federal politics to-day.
At any rate, may Constituents would be re-
presented by a real Western Australian ruciiii-
her. The member for Mt. Magnet suggested
we should have a Royal Conmnission on the
tariff. JIf there is to be such a Commission,
they could not have a better chairman than I,
hut I would require paymient forit.

The l)EPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot allow
the lion. niember to continue any further mith
a question that does not affect -us. There is
nothing iii the Address-in -reply bearing on the
Conmmonwenith tariff. I must rule the lion.
nmemiber out of order.

Mr. PICKERING: Then I stall move that
your ruling be disagreed with.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I rule that the
questiuii of the tariff is not relevant to the
A ddress- in- reply. The debate must be Con-
fined to matters for which the State Govern-
ment are responsible.

'Mr. PICKERING: I1 disagree with the
ruling on the grounds that the Customs tariff
hans a distinct bearing on our primary indus-
tries, and the possibility of producing agri-
cultural products at a profit. If that is not
a matter of vital importance to the State, I
amn at a loss to know what is.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I rule that the
debate must be confined to matters for which
the Government are responsible. The tariff
has nothing to do with the State Government.

"Mr. Johnston:- Cannot this Govern ment make
representations to the Federal Government
that our industries are being oppressed and
our couintry districts dc-populated by the
Federal tariff?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the hon.
member f or Sussex desire to proceed?

Mr. PICKERIN: I have no desire to
formially' move that your ruling be disagreed
with now that I have got in all that I wish
to say.

Thme DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is an
offensive remark.

'Mr. PICKERING: I regret very much the
attitude of some members towards Royal
Commissions. It must be remembered that
the majority of the Royal Commissions we
have hAd were originally select committees,
and were converted into Royal Commissions
because the 'y were unable to complete their
amities prior to the close of last session. The
Roy-al Commission on Forestry, which the
Press have attempted to ridicule, was
appointed by this House. In my opinion
that Commission has done very goodI
service for the State. It must be
homne in mind that I was serving on
two Cornmi'sionq, namely Licensing and For-
estry. go, too, were the other memhcrs of the
Fores;try Commission. The report of the
licensing Commission has been presented to
the Touse. and. judging from the criticism in
the Press, the labours of that Commission have
been of corsiderable service to the State.
Owrincr to the desire of the Actinz Premier
that the Tieniqing Commission should Dreqient
its renort in time to allow of the introduction
of a Bill in the early part of the session, the

Forestry Comomission had to postpone its
sittings and, consequently, is not yet in. a
position to present its report. Practically it
has finished taking evidence, and its report
will issue within the next few weeks. Owing
to the wide iiiterpretation given to the Coni-
mission by the Solicitor -G eneral, a consider-
able amount of work has entailed on that
Commission, since the whole ramifications of
the Forests Department had to be investi-
gated. The member for 'West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) has asked several questions in the
House about the Forestry Comniission. She
could have got her information from the
(Conmmissioner-s without asking questions in
thme House.

Mrs. Cowan: But the public wanted the in-
formation.

"Mr. PICKERING: The pnblic also could
have got it by asking the Commission for it.
The hion. member asked what had the Comnmis-
sion to do with the Kurrawamng Firewood Conm-
pany? The chief object of the Forestry Corn-
mission of 1904 was to investigate thme fire-
wood and mining timber supplies to the gold-
fields. Anybody who knows anything at all
about mining is aware that one of the most
important factors is an adequate provision of
firewvood and mining timber. I ani astounded
that one who has spent so much time in
Kalgoorlie as hai the member for West Perth,
should not have known that.

Mrs. Cowan: When I was there, all the
forests bad been cut out.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. PICKERING: And in consequence it
is the business of the Commission to consider
the provision of future supplies. Another
question asked by thme lion. niembher was what
the Cheney spark nullifier had to do with Osa
Commission. The Commission has hind con-
inunications from the Forests. Department of
New Zealand asking for their views on the
spark nullifier. So insportant to the State is
an effective spark arrester, that the Railway
Department hans offered a reward for one.
The agriculturists would give much for im-
munity from fires chused by locomotives, and
when 'I tell you that 50 per cent, of the fires
in the forests are the result of sparks from
locomotives, it will be seen how important to
forestry is the obtaining of an effective spark
nullifier or arrester. The member for Nelson
(MUr. J. HT. 'Smith) remarked that it was good
enough for me if I had to pay my own ex-
necuses when I went to the Eastern States. I
bave not inrotested against that necessity, but
T Ahould like to read a few words -from the
official report of' my speech at the forestry
conference in order to give an idea of the
feelings which impelled me to undertake that
trip:-

I am glad to assure Your Excellency Otha
there is a sainit growimi? throuzhout the
State of Western Australia and also
anown0s t%- vionie thrmuehnmt Av'strnlia. a
spirit of belief in the urgency and efficacyv
of good forest administration. As you
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haove already said, the step in this direction
has been much delayed, but it is better that
we should take measures late than not take
such measures at all. I feel sure that the
spirit that is now permeating the people of
Australia is going to do much good. We
have heard repeatedly about the proposal
to adopt substitutes in regard to timber,
]hut as an architect I do not desire substi-
totes to take the place of our timb,,r. 1
had anl opportunity this morning of going
through your museum, and I aut glad to see
that the people are interested in and have
an admiration for the timbers which this
State prodices%. I cannot altogether join
with )Ir. Ritchie in the great tribute which
lie has paid to the State of Queenslandl to
the detrintient of mly own State. I consider
that Western Australia, is the fittest State
in a fine Commonwealth. (Applause.) I
am going to say that Western Australia is
destined to lie the premiier State of tho
Commonwealth and T am proud that it has
been my privilege to represent so wonder-
ful a State and so wonderful a people at
this conference.
Members: Hear; hear!
M.%r. Simons: You are a good booster.

Mr. PICKERING: The report continues-
Wilel you think of the marv-ellous things
which a small population like that of West-
ern Australia have accomplished in such a
limited time of its existence, I think you
will concede that wre have dlone much, hut
they are only finite conmpared with what
we have in '-jew and what we contemplate
doing. To-day we have the Premier of
Western Australia in England. Ile is a
manl with a large heart, and he is deter-
mined to push the interests of Western
Australia to the utmost limits. We as a
people have every confidence in his ability
to carry out successfully all that lie has un-
dertaken in his visit to England, because
wre believe that the possibilities of the State
arc very great indeed. We contend that
the timbers we- produce in Western Aus-
tralia are some of the finest ia the world.
I regrret that great difficulties have arisen
in connection with our forestry Act-diffi-
culties which should not have formed part
of it. It was the inclusion of a certain
section in that Act that caused the ap-
pointment of the Royal Commission of which
I have the honour of being chairman. I1
hope that something will he evolved fromt
the deliberations of the Commission which
will enable ius to overcome this dlifficulty,
because if not I fear that the development
of forestry in Western Australia will be
set hack for something like ten years. I
hope that some compromise will be arrived
at between the Commission and those in-
terested in this measure because, until the
people generally recognise that it is essen-
tial for active steps to be taken, to conserve
our forestry interests, we will not make the
progress we should do. As chairman of
the Royal Commission I have come to this
conference with the desire that I might

learn much front the foresters that I see
around tue. I trust that everyone will do
his best to place before the conference the
information which will be of benefit to the
forest interests of Western Australia and
to the forest interests of Australasia. I
want to do my dutty properlyand conscien-
tiously to my State, and I feel in coming
to this conference that I will go a long way
towards accomplishing that. I trust that
while I anm here, though it is only a short
period, tite Minister for Lands will extend
eveiry facility to file to acquire all that in-
formation which is essential to my business,
and I hope the same facilities will- be ex-
tended to me in tile other States as we go
lactk.
Mr. Simons: You spoke bletter there than

you do0 here.
Mr. Willcec: What about moving that his

account for e-xpentses hie paid?
Mr. Corboy: That speech ought to be worth

the expense of the trip.
.Mr. P[CKERTNG,. On the question of ex-

penses, tlhe whole of the lttlen I was in the
Eastern States "-as devoted to inquiries into
forestry matters. I had the pleasure of meet-
ing the member for Aft. Magnet (Hon. M. F.
Troy) in Brisbane and he noticed the atten-
tion I was giving to the conference. I had
facilities while in New South WVales to in-
quire into forestry matters, and I availed my-
self of them. I had facilities similarly wrhile
in Victoria Rid South Australia and I availed
mtyself of thenm. Whether the State thinks I
amo worthy of my expenses is a matter of in-
difference to me. I Itas in a position to gain
information which wotuld be of service to me
onl the Forests Commission and I took the op-
portunity to gaini it.

Mr. Simnons; You did excellent work.
The 'Minister for Works: Whten will the

report lie ready?
Mfr. Mian: Ill due course.
Mr. PICKERING: The Leader of the Op-

Position said the Leader of the Country Party
had not mnade a statement of the party 'a pol-
icy with regard to eoony. Thte members
of the Country Party haove been as great a
tax on the Treasurer as any other members.
It is a difficult matter for a party to stanid
for rinid economy whetn they are constantly
supplicating for assistance for the develop-
mentt of their districts.

Mr. 'Macallumi Smitht: I have not asked
for a penny.

Mr. PICKERING: The bln member asked
for penny sections on tlte traml cars. Economy
does not always niean tlte saving of money
directly. It mieants more particularly effec-
tive administration. I an, quite satisfied that
if we obtain effective administration anI4
proper control of our works and other mat-
ters, a lot of economy can be effected. I
have advocated a considerable reduction in
the civil service and I certainly think an
attempt should be made to *economise in this
direction. The Government should introduce
a Bill to amend the Public Service Act. and
enable Ministers to deal with their depart-
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ments on the lines they have indicated they
would do if they had such an Act.

The -Minister for Works: Then we would
have another strike.

Mr. PICKERING:. I cannot help that. If
there was another strike, I daresay the Min-
ister for Works could deal with it as effec-
tively as he dealt with the railway strike
when he was Commissioner of Railways. The
Licensing Bill will shortly be submitted to the
House, As one of the members of the Royal
Commission, I intend to stand for the prin-
ciples set forth in our recommendations that,
if we are to have a State wide poll for wet
or dry., there must be a percentage of 85
per cent, of the votes recorded. It would be
manifestly unfair to give so big a eonceession
and agree to it being carried by any-thing like
a bare majority. There must be a substantial
vote.

The Minister for Mfines: You propose com-
pu lsory voting?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. It has been said
that the Closer Settlement Bill will be re-
introduced this session. I1 wish to make my
position quite clear. I am not going to sup-
port any increase of land taxalion. I shall
never sup~ort increased land taxation while
we are suffering under a prohibitive protec-
tive tariff. The policy of the Country Party
is a revenue tariff and we recognise the ob-
ligation of paying direct taxation, but as
one who stands for the Country Party's plat-
form, I am not going to support any increase
of loud taxation for any purpose. During
the time I was on the Licensing and Forests
Commissions, I had an opportunity to visit
the goldfields and] make myself familiar with
what was taking place there. I ito not feel
that -pessimism that has been expressed boy
ninny members regarding the mining industry.
I believe there is still a future for mining if
only conditions can be brought about to make
our low grade ores operative. This might
be accomplished by amending the tariff, by
providing cheaper freights on the railways
and cheaper water supplies. What emboldens
mue to hope for better things is that new
loes are being found in various parts of the
fields. Mlight I instance the lode -recently
found on the Lloyd George Mine at Gibraltar,
which we were assured is 20 feet wide and
carrying a -value of 15 dwts. This should give
promise of -permananee to that field T am
of opinion that much of the mining done at
Coolgardie was not of that thorough nature
which has been chbaracteristic of the Golden
Mile. I believe that if Coolgardie was given
anything like the attention which has been
given to the Kalgoorlie and Boulder 'Mines,
developments warranting the expenditure of
a considerable sum of money would occur.
From the evidence submitted to the Forests
Commission by mining experts, whom we were
obliged to question on the outlook for min-
ing in relation to tbe timber supplies, I cani
o~nly infer that the future is not anything like
so dismal as has been portrayed by muembera
in this Chamber. Regarding departmental
control I read in the "West Australian"
the other day an article reflecting on members

of Parliament in relation to inquiries at Gov-
ernmjent departments. I do not know at
whom it was aimed, but I know quite well
that it does not apply to mc. When I have
much work to do with a depa-rtmrent I gen.-
erally approach the Minister. I think this
article has probably emanated from some of
the civil servants. I cannot imagine any other
source from which exception could be taken.
Very few members, I venture to say, make
such a nuisance of themselves as was indi-
cated by the article.

TChe Minister for Works: Three or four
years ago it was a regular nuisance in the
Wiorks Department.

Mfr. Carter: It is said that it was aimed
particularly at Country Party members.

Mr. PICKERING: Judging from the num-
ber of deputations bearing on city matters,
I should say that city members rather than
country members were responsible. I regret
exceedingly the speeches of certain civil ser-
vants at a recent function celebrating the
advent of one of our members to Mlinisterial
office.

Tin' Minister for WXorks: Give us the text
of them.

Mr. Corboy: Most impudent statements.
Mr. PICKERING-. Practically a dictation

to the Mfinister. Ile was told that he must
be guided by the officers of his department,
that that department had been cut to the
bone of economical working.

'Mrs. Cowan: So it is.
M1r. PICKERING: So it aight he. Ac-

co-rding to the report a ease "-as instanced
in which a Mfinister had ventured to disagree
with the departmental officers and had subse-
quently regretted his action. I do not think
it lies within the province of the mnembers
of the civil service to make such suggestions
to 'Ministers, and I deeply regret that it was
done on this occasion.

-Mr. Muasie: If the ingoing Minister had
hud any backbone, hie would have told them
to mind their own business.

Mr. PICKERING: That is what I would
have done if I had been iu his place. In con-
clusion I wish to deal with the Como tram-
way, I ami glad the Minister is in his scat.
What has struck me particularly during the
course of the debate is the diffidence with
which members have dealt with this subject.
One would think from the attitude of mem-
bers that it was a sacred matter. Some mem-
hers have adopted an apologetic attitude;
somne have referred to it sorrowfully; soe
with hilarity, and some with indifference, one
havig gone so far as to say it had got
whiskers on it. When we compare the atti-
tude of this Chamber with the attitude of the
Victorian House where a motion of no-confi-
dlence in the Government was mroved because
of the acceptance of a contract at a higher
price than that for which it could have been
let, and when we coinsider that the Govern-
ment have been guilty of a direct breach of
faith with the House, it is utterly astound-
ing. I was greatly impressed with the speech

330

0



(22 AUGUST, 1922.] 331

made by the member for Nelson (Mr. .
H. Smith). He said he came to the
House believing that any promises given
in the House would be duly honoured, and
it bad conme as a great shock to him that
a breach of faith of this nature had been
committed by the Government. I am not
singling out any one Minister, but I am speak-
ing of the Government generally. I say a
definite promise was given and is recorded in
'"Hansard'' that the Como tramway should
not be constructed without the approval of
Parliament having first been obtained. That
was a sacred promise to this House, and
through this Hou~se to the people, and no
argument has been brought forward which
could condone the breach of faith committed.
We have heard the considered views of Several
members on this question. Some have been
irreproachable; some have said that the tram-
way would pay and some that the tramway
was wanted, and so on, but these points do
not enter into the question at all. If mem-
bers require an expression of opinion on the
construction of this tramway, I refer them to
the evidence of the Royal Commission. The po-
sition becomes even more confusing when one
reads Mr. Taylor'7s evidence dealing with the
Comos tramway. I cannot understand why the
Royal Commission did not, in its report, make
some reference to this House; but it is silent
on the point. Prior to its construetion, no
estimates were prepared, showing what the
cost or the revenue would be. The point that
appeals to me is that there has been a breach
of faith against Parliament and the people
of the State. By the action of the Govern-
ment every member of this House has been
dishonoured. The people of Great Britain be-
lieve that the liritisher's word is his bond.
How do we account for the success of Great
Britain in her control of alien countries, ex-
cept by the fact that the people of those coun-
tries have implicit faith in the word of Eng-
land? That is what has distinguished Great
Britain from other countries in the control
of alien races. Sometime ago I was attached
to the firm of Gutlie & Co., in Fremnantle,
for a period of .3% years. Most of our busi-
ness was conducted on verbal contracts, many
of which involved thousands of pounds. These
contracts were never broken, no matter
whether we lost or gained. When we dealt
with merchants in the East we preferred to
do our husiness with China, rather than with
.Th pan. The word of a Chinaman is as good
as his bond, and we could count upon it. It
-was, however, different with Japan, and we
did as little business as possible with that
country. It is a serious thing that the honour
and integrity of this House has been be-
smirched by a deliberate breach of a promise
made to it, no matter what the ground may
be. I regret that such an incident should
have occurred. A dishonour has been done
to me and other members of this Chamber.
In conclusion, I regret that such a grievous
breach of faith has been committed, as I

honestly believe that that dishonour will live
for some considerable time in the memory of
the State.

On motion by Mr. Teesdale, debate ad-
journed.

BTLL--SUPPLY (Ne. 1), £1,763,950.
Returned from the Council without amend-

ment.

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED-SWAN BY-
ELECTION.

The MIINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. r. Colebatch-East) [4.33]: r desire to
lay on the Table of the House papers con-
nected with the Swani by-election, because it
may not be possible to give publicity to the
matter through the Press in the usual way.

The 'Minister laid the papers on the Table.

QUESTION-RAILWVAY GRADES, PIN-
JAR RA-NARROGIN.

Hon. J1. A. GiBEIG asked the Minister for
Education: 1, (a) What is the steepest
gradle on the railway line from Pinjarra to
Narrogin going east, via Dwarda; (bi) what is
the steepest grade on the Same line from Nar-
rogin to Pinjarra going west? 2, (a) What is
the steepest grade on the line from Perth to
Narrogin, via Spencer's Brook; (b) 'what is the
steepest grade on the same line from Narrogin
to Perth? 3, (a) What is the difference in
tonnage that an engine would take to Narro-
gin, via Spencer's Brook, versus via Pinjarra
and. Dwarda; (b) w-hat is the difference in
tonnage that the Sante engine would take from
Narrogin to Perth, via Spencer's Brook,
versus Pinjarra? 4, Do the Commissioner and
the heads of branches of the Railway Depart-


